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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
Not meeting at this time. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Warren 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the March 2022 issue is Tuesday, February 15 by 3 

pm.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles 

for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the 

church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 

15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

UMW News 
 

“Let us raise a standard to which the 

wise and honest can repair.  The rest is 

in the hands of God.” 

    ~ George Washington ~ 
 

We will not meet in February. 
 

The District UMW Spiritual Life Retreat is Saturday, March 12 

from 9 am—1 pm at St. James UMC (1525 Cecil Wampler Road).  

The Rev. Ashley Isernhagen, pastor of St. James, will present the 

program, “Healing, Wholeness, and Joy in our Journey to God.”  A 

freewill offering will be taken to cover expenses and lunch.  In the 

event that they are unable to have the retreat in person, it will be 

offered through Zoom.  The deadline for registration is Monday, 

March 6.  The registration forms are located on the UMW bulletin 

board by the water fountain. 
 

The Call to Prayer and Self-Denial program will be Tuesday, 

March 11 at 11:15 am in Room 204.  
 

The first quarter Pledges to Mission are due to the District UMW 

treasurer by March 15, including the $4 AMD and the gifts from our 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial meeting. 
 

“Let us have faith that right makes might.” 

~ Abraham Lincoln ~ 



Trustees Report to the Congregation 
 

 If you’ve not noticed, the installation of space 

heaters in the main floor men’s and women’s bathrooms 

has been completed!  Melvin Falls deserves our thanks for 

preparing the wall, running the electric lines, and 

installing these heaters.  You may not have occasion to see 

him working around the church, but Melvin does many 

projects throughout the year.  The Otterbein church family 

is very fortunate to have Melvin! 

 

 The replacement of the exterior sanctuary doors 

facing Market and High Streets should be completed early 

this year. These double doors have served us well and are 

thought to be original to the church.  These doors have 

begun to show their age.  The wood swells and shrinks 

significantly at different times of the year, making the 

doors extremely difficult to close and, as such, making it a 

challenge to secure the church.  Replacement metal doors 

have been identified that will have a wood laminate finish 

to better fit the décor of the church.  Two generous 

memorial contributions will cover the cost of the doors and 

be noted at the appropriate time. 

 

 The next big project to be undertaken is providing 

heat to the first and third floors, including Memorial Hall 

and the kitchen.  At this point, the Trustees are waiting on 

a contractor to begin work on this project.  COVID has 

played a significant role in delaying this project. 

 

 The current Trustees are: John Liskey, Sr. (chair), 

Connie Liskey (vice-chair), Bill Pollard (secretary), Diane 

Ritchie, Liz Lawson, Richard Smith, L.J. Joiner, Kevin 

Andrade, and Chad Hiner.  The Trustees welcome your 

questions or comments concerning these items or any 

other church maintenance issues. 

 In the midst of February, we are often reminded of 

love.  Right in the middle of the month is Valentine’s 

Day.  Depending on who you are, this holiday in February 

might be a good thing, or it might not.  What I hope the 

day does is remind you that love is an essential part of our 

understanding of who we are as Christians.  Setting aside 

your enjoyment or dislike of cards emblazoned with red 

and pink hearts, we should embrace the idea of 

celebrating the purest aspects of love.  Whether that word 

evokes John 3:16 (For God so loved the world…) or 1 Peter 

4:8 (Above all things love one another…), the idea that we 

have been loved and in turn are called to love is important 

in naming who we are.  Love is a tricky word; we use it in a 

variety of contexts that can have very different 

meanings.  I love homemade chocolate chip cookies.  I 

love my wonderful wife.  I love the Church.  Each is 

decidedly different, but you still understand what is going 

on with the context.  
 

 I think the world needs a little more love these days.  

We need to be reminded of the love God showed us 

through Christ and also heed the call to share that love.  

We have become adept at finding every way in which we 

are different or disagree and turning that into reasons why 

we cannot possibly get along with one another.  We fail to 

have civil conversations, we are unreasonable in our own 

wants and demands, often failing to 
continued next page... 



Otterbein in Prayer 

think of what others might need or desire.  I would 

propose that this inability to love one another comes from 

one of two places.  We have either failed to experience 

God’s love for us or we have failed to share God’s love 

with others.  Taking that you are reading this, I would hope 

that at some point you have experienced God’s love, 

and that you have found ways to express that love for 

others.  I would also encourage you to express that love to 

all that you encounter, for in doing so they will experience 

God’s love for them.    
 

 It would be my hope that during this month, as we 

come upon February 14th, that we find the day as a 

reminder of our being loved by God and our call to love 

others.  Whatever you do with the flowers, chocolates, 

and cards is up to you, but don’t allow the sentimentality 

of the day to cause you to forget the source and motiva-

tion of our Christian call to love. 
 

     Adam 

Susie Ayala 

Kelly Bacon & 

newborn twins 
Rosalie Bailey 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Fern Cline 

Cliff & Jean Davis 
Tom & Doreen Devore 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Joyce Foltz 

Dennis Gaines 

Vicki Gaines 

Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 
Mindi Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Laura Headlee 

Norma Heath 

Hunter Hensley 
Dot Jones 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

Becky Morlan 

Betty Miller 

Mary Jo Mitchell 

George & Betty Painter 
Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 

Mary Ellen Rohrbaugh 

Becky Smith 

Scott Stephens 

Martha Taylor 
Daisy Van Pelt 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Why Engage in Men’s Ministry? 
 

Here are some answers to that question as 
taken from the General Commission of United 
Methodist Men: 

 Men lead others best by modeling Jesus Christ in thoughts, 
words, and deeds. 

 Spiritual maturity is signified in spiritual reproduction, as the 
faith of mature disciples passes on in others. 

 Men growing in Christ become effective spiritual leaders in their 
homes and congregations, working as partners with their 
spouses and congregational leaders—both lay and clergy. 

 Spiritually growing men help congregations to become vital and 
alive. 

 Everything desired from and through men comes as a result of 
men growing spiritually and maturing as disciples: family 
blessings, stewardship, service, outreach, prayer, spiritual 
leadership, lifestyle evangelism, and faithful obedience.  Men 
are foundational to the life and health of the church. 

 When a man lives daily in surrendered faith, God is honored, 
and many lives are blessed.  Transformed hearts are forged only 
within Christ-centered lives—nothing less is our acceptable 
offering; nothing less truly reveals Christ. 

 
As you consider these reasons for engaging in 
men’s ministry, the Otterbein Men’s Fellowship 
invite you to join us for our monthly meetings.  
Our regular breakfast/prayer meetings for the 
next several months will be Saturday, February 

26 and Saturday, March 26 beginning at 7:30 am at Thomas House 
Restaurant in Dayton.  These are times of food, fellowship, and a time 
to share prayer requests and join in group prayer.  

 
Please see our entire planned meeting/event 2022 Calendar at this 
website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men  
 
 


