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The Tidings
Otterbein United Methodist
Church

176 West Market Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Office - (540) 434-7747
oumcharrisonburg.org

Tidings articles are generally due
by the 15" of each month.
You may either bring articles to
the church office or email them
to oumcadm@hotmail.com

$unday $chedule

9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service

Please check the calendar for
times of regular and special
events.

Our $taff

Rev. Adam Blagg

Senior Pastor
oumcpastor@hotmail.com

Melissa Miller

Office Manager
oumcadm@hotmail.com

Gary Edlind
Director of Visitation

Ricky Goodwyn, Jr.
Director of Music Ministries
oumcmusic@hotmail.com

Dan Curtis
Organist

Drew Dodson
Bell Choir Director

Melvin Falls
Custodian

Bonnie Andrade
Treasurer

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com

Office: 540-434-7747
x200 for Melissa
x201 for Adam

Weehkday Office Hours

Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

&

Have you checked out our Facebook Page? You
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or
through the link on our website. Please check out

our page and share with your friendsl!

Otterbein in Prayer

Zach Fickes
Silas German
Mary Ann Glendye
Mary Ely Griffith
Ray Griffith
Richard Holmes
Fred Hopkins

Bill Pollard
Judy Pruett
Ann Sebrell
Brenda Smith
Dot Swartz

1

1

David Angier !
1

1

1

Carolyn Stroop :
1

1

1

1

1

Rosalie Bailey
Gary Billingsley
Whitney Bradley

Millie Bruce
Rev. Louis Carson

Nissa D’Andrea Michelle VanPelt

Cliff Davis Steve Lily Hazel Willi
Jo Ellen Dickenson Chuck Macklin Rachel Wenger
Bev Earman Ann Miller Keith Wright
Mike Earman Nancy Miller
Samuel & Judi Espinoza Maxine Perry

Otterbein extends it sincerest appreciation to Ricky Goodwyn
for his many years of music ministry with us. Ricky began as a
member of the College Chorale, sharing his talents with us for
five years, including the interesting pandemic year. He also has
served us faithfully as the Director of Music Ministries for the
past two years. Ricky’s service at Otterbein will be concluding
in June as he takes on new work closer to his home. We wish
him the best in his new endeavors and are grateful for his years
of service and dedication to Otterbein’s music program.
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At the same time, we welcome Colin Cossi as our new Director Jg

of Music Ministries. Colin is a current doctoral student at MU dd
and has spent time with the Asbury UMC choir and is familiar

with our program through our collaborative Holy Week service. g

Colin directed the choir for the 2025 Good Friday service. &

Colin will begin working with our music program in early July. Jg

We look forward to his leadership. 7]
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For Your Information

‘e Tidings deadline for the July/August issue is Monday, June 15 by 9 am. :
i All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the:
. Tidings. Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church !
1 office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 15t :



Fresh Start Update

From Bridge of Hope:

Dear Otterbein UMC,

Thank you for extending your Fresh Start program to a
family in Bridge of Hope’s program. The household items
are a wonderful resource for families as they get settled
into their new homes. Your generosity and awareness of
needs within our local community are appreciated.

This family had significant barriers to housing and is also
being supported by a group of volunteers from your
church who were instrumental in finding housing. This is
such a gift to them, not only their own home, but items to
help them make that space a real welcoming, warm home.

Thank you, once again for your support of families in
Bridge of Hope's program.

From First Step:

Dear congregation of Otterbein UMC and Fresh Start,

We at First Step would like to thank you for your support.
Recently, we received household supplies for two
survivors who were able to find housing after experiencing
years of housing instability. Your donations allowed these
survivors to move forward with dignity and independence.
Without your continued aid, this would not be possible.
Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for
our community and the survivors at First Step.

We appreciate you.
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From July 2014 Tidings:

As | write this first greeting for Tidings, | am in the
closing stages of saying goodbye to my friends and parishioners
at Glossbrenner. To say that it has been an emotional few weeks
would be an understatement. It has been an opportunity to
recall fond times together and a coping with a certain amount of
grief at things we will miss. All of you know of what | speak
because each of you has had to say goodbye at times in your life
as well. Whether it be the moving of a loved pastor and family,
such as Ed & Portia, or those moments of saying goodbye to
loved ones, it is never easy to let go of things we hold dear.
Upon reflecting though, one of the best things about saying
emotional goodbyes is that it reminds us that we have
accomplished one of Jesus’ key commandments: to love others.
Tearful farewells are not made from apathy, mediocrity, and
boredom, but instead these difficult moments remind us that we
have loved and been loved in a deep and meaningful way. It
would be worse if our farewells were not filled with emotion, for
that would be sign that we have not loved in a way that Christ
calls us to love.

At the same time, we also look forward to greeting a new
congregation. Christy, the kids, and | are excited to begin a new
journey and look forward to getting to know each and every one
of you. In my opinion this building of relationships is one of the
most important things we do as Christians. All of us are called to
do a variety of things in following Jesus, but one common calling
for each of us it to create community. In short we are asked to
love those around us with the same abandon continued next page..



that Christ loves us.

Saying goodbye can be painful, but it in no way can
deter us from building new relationships in a new place. Our
family is looking forward to building those relationships with all
of you at Otterbein and cannot wait to experience the love of
Christ in those relationships.

| have rarely found that old sermons, reflections, or
devotionals age well, but this might be the exception. These
words hold true today, just with different emphasis, saying
goodbye to Otterbein instead of Glossbrenner and getting
ready to build new connections at Calvary. | think we have
journeyed well together and that we have built a wonderful
community here at Otterbein. We have had our share of
goodbyes along the way to many saints, and we have welcomed
many into our church family. It has been a good twelve years.
As | write this, | still have about a month of goodbyes to go and
the emotions are high, but it has been so much fun to be in
ministry with Otterbein. I'm excited about the potential in new
ministry leadership both here and in Stuarts Draft.

What touches me the most is the deep work we have

done at building relationships, not only within our congregation,

but in the community and outside of our walls. The work with
our UMC neighbors, with VIA, and the larger non-profit
community has been substantial and remains ongoing. The
work of building relationships continues, with every new
connection we make we do this significant work, both internally
and externally. Itis my intention to continue this work at Calvary
and for you to do the same at Otterbein. As you welcome Rev.
Stratton and her family into Otterbein, remember to build those

deep relationships with her that reflect the work of the Kingdom.

Adam
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Creation Care Taskforce

CREATION CARE “Consider how the wild rowe.rs
TASK FORCE grow. They do not labor or spin,
yet | tell you not even Solomon in
all his splendor was dressed like one
of these.” (Luke 10:27)

Ever notice how often Jesus alludes to nature when He
talks of God'’s providence and love for use

“Are not two sparrows sold for a pennye
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside of
your Father’s care.” (Matthew 10:29)

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

@ Have you noticed that the bird population in North

& America has fallen by 3 billion, or 30 percent, since

& 19702 (Cornell Lab of Ornithology) Has our Father?

& Much of this is from the loss of habitat, our pursuit of the
@& well-mowed, well-manicured backyard, and our

@ overuse of exotic plants and pesticides. This huge loss
@ 1o nature was the result of small steps repeated millions
@ of times by millions of people over decades.

© Maybe it's time to return some of God's love by
planting more native plants and frees, to recreate
habitat for birds and the insects and seeds they need
to thrive. The Creation Care Taskforce took a small
step in our planting of twelve frees and hundreds of
native flowers and grasses around the church grounds.
Won't you walk with us by doing the same in your

@ backyard?
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Otterbein Men’s Fellowship

\ M News

UNITED METHODIST MEN

The Otterbein UMMen’s fellowship will
continue their regular breakfast/prayer meetings over the
summer. Saturday meetings will be June 27, July 25, and
August 22 beginning at 7:30 am in Memorial Hall. A delicious
breakfast is provided and is followed by a short business meeting
and a time of devotions and prayer. All are welcomed to join us!
An RSVP to Bill Pollard (pollard7 | 6@gmail.com) on the
Wednesday before each meeting is appreciated.

A group of Otterbein Men will be volunteering at
Virginia Annual Conference June 17-20 to be held at
JMU’s Atlantic Union Bank Center venue.

Looking ahead, you are invited to make plans to attend a special
Worship Service on August 23 for United Methodist Men’s
Sunday. There will be a special speaker and the Men’s Choir will
be offering messages in song. If you’d like to sing in the Men’s
Choir, please contact one of our team members listed below.

Check the website below for additional meeting and event dates
in 2026.

€. N Woant to know more? Contact any member of

Carter Ritchie, or check our website:
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/
united-methodist-men
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our planning team: Mike Earman, Bill Pollard, or
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United Women in Faith seeks to
connect and nurture women through
Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development, creative
fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence,
and impact local and global communities.

" United

-, - Women
’Q in Faith

Greetings, sisters in faith!

1On Tuesday, June 2 at 10:30 am in Room 204, we will
igather to pack kits for Otterbein’s donation to the annual

| “Kits for Conference” campaign. All are welcome to help!
'The more hands, the quicker we will complete the packing.
iPlease join us! There will be snacks!!!

ETHANKS, OTTERBEIN Family for your compassionate i
' response for supplies used in times of disasters like !
Etornados, floods, fires, and hurricanes. The United i
' Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) uses these !
' resources to provide love and hope for people in desperate !
situations. :

'Enjoy the days of summer with friends and family, giving
'thanks for the beauty of God’s good creation! The next book
for our Reading Program discussion is Seventy Times Seven
by Alex Mar. We will meet Tuesday August 11 at 11 am for
rour regular meeting and the book discussion. More

rinformation will be given later. Questions? Call me!

'Grace & Peace,
Pat Wingert

You’ve blessed me with friends and laughter and fun,
with rain that’s as soft as the light from the sun.
You’ve blessed me with stars to brighten each night.
You’ve given me help to know wrong from right.
You’ve given me so much, please, Lord, give me too,
a heart that is always grateful to you.

~ An Irish Prayer ~


https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men

OOTSP (One of the Sweetest People)

Rosalie Bailey - | have visited Rosalie several times in her
apartment at VMRC Park Gables. She was born in Winchester, VA, and
had three older brothers, who have all passed away. She attended
Shenandoah College in Dayton, VA - The buildings are still there, but
Shenandoah College has moved and is now Shenandoah University in
Winchester, VA. She majored in business including secretarial science,
and had a full-time position in Winchester government, specifically in
the welfare office.

Rosalie met her husband, Paul, when he was one of the 100
male students in James Madison College. There were no dorms for
male students then, so he lived off-campus. They were married and
he went to Union Seminary in Richmond. He became a pastor at
United Methodist Churches in Singer's Glen, Cherry Grove,
Waynesboro, and Broadway. Rosalie has two daughters - one who lives
in Richmond with two granddaughters and one great-granddaughter,
and one who lives in Charlotte, NC and is active in clothing design.

They both lovingly support her.

The family had a favorite vacation spot at Douthat State Park
near West Virginia. It's a beautiful location for camping and enjoying
the big swimming pool. They had one cross country vacation, seeing
national parks and driving the coastal highway up to San Francisco.

Rosalie enjoys living in VMRC, but she said it was difficult being
confined there during the Covid-19 shut-down. She did a lot of
crossword puzzles and jigsaw puzzles! Meals would be brought to
the doors of each resident because they couldn't meet for dinner. She
would often drive her car by herself out on the country roads to get
away and enjoy the beautiful scenery. Later she had a car accident and
gave up her license. Since then, she hasn't been able to drive to church
and misses Otterbein United Methodist Church. She often asks how

different members are doing.
continued next page...

Rosalie misses being in church but is not able to attend. She
does watch services on the computer and fondly remembers the
church and her friends. She attends the chapel services at VMRC. If
you remember Rosalie (or not) send her a card or a call or a visit! Sheis

truly One Of The Sweetest People!

Gary Edlind, Sr - Director of Visitation - OUMC
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Celebnation/!

Bundaly, Qune !
10:30 am

Join us for a special service celebrating
Rev. Adam Blagg's 12-year ministry at Otterbein,
followed by a luncheon and time of fellowship
tn Memorial Hall.

If you have any questions, contact Mike Earman,
SPRC Chaitr, or Bill Pollard, Lay Leader.

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
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