
 

O
T

T
E
R

B
E
I
N

 
U

N
I
T

E
D
 
M

E
T

H
O

D
I
S
T
 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

1
7
6
 
W

e
s
t
 
M

a
r
k
e
t
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
 

H
a
r
r
is

o
n
b
u
r
g
,
 
V

A
 
2
2
8
0
1
 

 

R
E
T

U
R

N
 
S
E
R

V
I
C

E
 
R

E
Q

U
E
S
T

E
D

 

N
o

n
 
P
r
o

f
it
 
O

r
g
.
 

U
.
 
S
.
 
P
o

s
t
a
g
e
 

P
A

I
D

 

H
a
r
r
is

o
n
b
u
r
g
,
 
V

A
 
2
2
8
0
1
 

P
e
r
m

it
 
N

o
.
 
3
4
 



The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
oumcharrisonburg.org 

 
 

Tidings articles are generally due 
by the 15th of each month. 

You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 
 

Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Gary Edlind 
Director of Visitation 

 

Ricky Goodwyn, Jr. 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Dan Curtis 
Organist 

 

Drew Dodson 
Bell Choir Director 

 

Melvin Falls 
Custodian 

 

Bonnie Andrade 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

Fresh Start has had 3 distributions in the 
last month.  Stay tuned for more details! 

For Your Information 

 

• Tidings deadline for the June issue is Monday, May 18 by 9 am.  All 

groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 18
th
. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

David Angier 
Rosalie Bailey 

Gary Billingsley 
Whitney Bradley 

Millie Bruce 
Rev. Louis Carson 

Debbie Cox 
Nissa D’Andrea 

Cliff Davis 
Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Bev Earman 
Mike Earman 

Tara Eckenroad 
Samuel & Judi Espinoza 

Zach Fickes 
Mary Ann Glendye 

Ray Griffith 
Harold Grimm 

Richard Holmes 
Fred Hopkins 

Danita Kreeger 
Esten Lambert 

Steve Lily 
Chuck Macklin 

Ann Miller 
Nancy Miller 
Maxine Perry 
Judy Pruett 
Ann Sebrell 
Dot Swartz 

Carolyn Stroop 
Michelle VanPelt 

Hazel Willi 
Keith Wright 

Attention Graduates 
 

We will be celebrating Graduate Recognition 
Sunday on June 7.  If there are members of 

our church family who are graduating this 
summer or who have graduated this winter, 
please inform the church office with the graduate's name, 
school, month of graduation, parents' names if applicable, 
and future plans.  Information can be sent to the church 

office (oumcadm@hotmail.com) or Carole Barber 
(Carolehetzerbarber@gmail.com).  

Lunch Out at O’Neill’s Grill 
(221 University Blvd., Harrisonburg) 

Wednesday, May 20, at 11:30 am.  
Sign up sheet is on bulletin board in the Education Hallway. 

All are invited! 



OOTSP (One of the Sweetest People) 
 

 Benjamin Ray Griffith - I have visited Ray several times in his 

home high on a hill in the county north of Harrisonburg. He was born in 

Shenandoah, Page County in 1933 which, he said, makes him a 

"depression baby". He was one of 8 children and his father's name was 

Benjamin Albert Griffith. When Ray finished 7th grade, the family 

moved to Broad Street Harrisonburg when his father started a career as 

a baker (all kinds of baked goods!). Ray met Audrey in 10th grade when 

he had the task of driving cheerleaders to the High School games in his 

1941 Plymouth 4-door sedan! They were married in 1953 by Pastor 

Swain of Otterbein Brethren Church as they stood by the fireplace 

which is now in Pastor Blagg's office. By now, Ray had a job in the 

Custer Bag Company on North Liberty St. in Harrisonburg. They had 3 

children: Aaron (deceased), Dennis who works for RR Donnelley & Sons 

in Charlotte, and Zanda who works at Skyline Middle School and who 

lovingly cares for Ray. 

 Ray was drafted into the army and caught double pneumonia in 

boot camp and could not be sent to Korea where many of his Army 

buddies died in action. He and Audrey were active in Otterbein Church 

where he served as head of Trustees. In 1968, he received 2 go-carts in 

lieu of payment of a debt and then started a go-cart business and raced 

them at tracks across the country. He, Audrey, Dennis, Aaron, and 

Zanda raced them, and now Dusty Dean continues the heritage. Ray 

once suggested to Audrey that they buy a motorhome like many other 

racers brought with them. Audrey said fine as long as you do the 

cooking and cleaning and chores because I'm on vacation! There was 

no motorhome. 

 Ray misses being in church but is not able. He does watch 

services on the computer and fondly remembers the church and his 

friends. If you remember Ray (or not) send him a card or a call or a 

visit! He is truly One Of The Sweetest People!     

 

Gary Edlind, Sr - Director of Visitation - OUMC 

 It is the season of Easter and all around us we see the 

newness of spring, which is always a fitting reminder of 

resurrection and new life in Christ.  This Easter season also has a 

more muted feeling as it has been announced that I will begin 

serving a new church in July and that Otterbein will receive a new 

pastor.  
 

 Our United Methodist polity is such that pastors are “sent” 

by the denomination (bishop) as opposed to being “called” by a 

congregation.  We are not unique in this practice; the Catholic 

Church uses a very similar process, but many other local churches 

do things very differently.  As with all ways of organizing, there 

are tradeoffs.  As a United Methodist we know that our pastoral 

changes will be quick and without a long interim period.  We 

know that our ordained pastors have been through a long vetting 

process and have completed a Master’s degree.  Even our 

licensed pastors are required to complete very specific 

educational requirements and are closely supervised by the 

denomination throughout their ministry.  Today we know that 

effective ministry and the needs of a local congregation are 

significant factors in making pastoral changes, as opposed to the 

three to five year rotations that were normative in the past.  

Longer appointments are much more common today.  We also 

know that sometimes, even with the most diligent discernment 

work, that a pastor and congregation are not a great fit.  Our 

system allows for flexibility to make changes annually, without it 

being a multi-year process of calling another pastor.  No system is 

perfect, but it does have the capacity to be flexible and in many 

ways is very practical. 
 

 For pastors, our polity has a few continued next page.. 



important points to remember.  First, it is not easy or quick to be 

ordained.    My process took 10 years from my first meeting with 

my district superintendent to being fully ordained.  I could have 

potentially cut a few years off if I had gone to seminary full time 

from day one, but I would imagine that the 10 year time frame is 

pretty standard for most ordained clergy.  Through that process I 

completed a seminary degree, wrote two sets of papers (roughly 

70 typed pages), sat for seven different interviews before the 

Board of Ordained Ministry, had to return for two interviews to 

correct a few areas of needed growth, and completed a three 

year provisional process, all the while showing evidence of 

bearing fruit in my ministry setting.  The benefit?  I never have to 

worry about the prospect of having not an appointment.  The 

UMC ordination process gives pastors the equivalency of tenure 

in the academic setting.  It is a lifetime honor and responsibility; 

our ordination never goes away and even after the mandatory 

retirement age, we have the opportunity to still be appointed to 

a local congregation.  Second, part of our ordination vows is the 

promise to itinerate.  We agree as we join the order of elder to 

serve where the bishop appoints.  This is not done in a vacuum, 

but the consultative process is just that, a consultation.  Each 

pastor’s experience of this is unique and spouse and family 

situations are considered much differently today than they were 

decades ago.  It is in our DNA as United Methodist to be 

practical, and you have witnessed first-hand the consideration 

given to my family situation and the privilege we have had to 

serve in the same community for a length of time that has 

allowed all of our children to attend the same school. 
 

 So in the Easter season life springs anew once again.  The 

trees bud, the flower bloom, the tomb is empty, and at Otterbein 

we see the renewing of our ministry in the welcoming of a new 

pastor.  It will be an exciting time that reminds us that God’s 

work continues even in the face of change. 
 

      Adam 

Dear OUMC Members: 
 

Selah Academy is growing and much of that has 

to do with you allowing us to use your children’s 

floor. Thank you! Thank you! You are part of 

helping children “connect to Christ and discover 

the wonder and beauty of His world.” We pray the children that come to 

Selah will never remember a day without God in their lives. We want them 

to know how much the Good Shepherd loves them. 
 

Selah is growing in two directions next year. We are adding a classroom 

for 3s and young 4-year-olds on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and we are 

adding 3
rd

 grade to our already existing classroom of 1
st

 and 2
nd

 graders.  

We are thrilled with the steady growth God has allowed us to see. 
 

Our rhythms at Selah are sweet—we read many great books, we cook, 

do chores, walk downtown, play board games, draw, paint, build, play, and 

sing so many songs! We also spend time each week getting to know our 

Savior in a special room we’ve designed for spiritual formation. We call 

this room our Atrium, and it’s a sacred space! 
 

Again, we thank you, OUMC members, for your gracious hospitality to us. 

You are part of forming children for Christ. 
 

Paula Cook 

Selah Academy Director  

It was rewarding to get your greetings and good 
wishes... 
We are very sorry that we cannot participate with 
you in in the Ministry, but we follow your work and 
pray for our Otterbein United Methodist Church. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
 

   Reverend Samuel and Judi Espinoza 



Otterbein United Methodist 

Men News 
 

The Otterbein Men’s 

Fellowship would like to thank everyone who 

supported our Spaghetti Supper in April.  We 

feel blessed by the generous response to this 

meal. Donations went towards support of the 

College Chorale Scholarship fund. Watch the Sunday bulletin for 

more specific information. 

 

Our on-going service project this year to collect canned food 

donations for the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank continues to go well.  

As of the middle of April, 407 pounds of canned foods have been 

donated. This represents enough food to feed 340 meals! Our 

second mile giving project has collected 239 

pounds of dried rice and beans. Your donations 

here support Community Mennonite Church’s 

backpack program to send food home each 

Friday with Waterman Elementary students so 

needy families will have food for the weekend. 

Thank you for your continued support of these 

community projects. 

 

The Otterbein Men’s Fellowship regular Saturday meetings for the 

next few months will be May 23, June 27, and July 25 in Memorial 

Hall at Otterbein UMC beginning at 7:30 am.  Breakfast will be 

provided followed by a short business meeting, devotions, and a time 

for group prayer.  So to have enough food to feed everyone, please 

contact Bill Pollard no later than two days before the meeting to let 

us know you plan to attend. 

 

For additional information concerning our fellowship, contact a 

member of our Leadership/Planning Team below or check out our 

website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men 

 

Leadership/Planning Team 

Mike Earman, Bill Pollard, Carter Ritchie 

Grace and Peace from our Risen Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

In conjunction with the Otterbein Staff Parish Relations Committee 

and the Office of the Bishop, there will be a new pastoral 

appointment made at Annual Conference in June.  Rev. Laura 

Stratton will be appointed to Otterbein UMC effective July 1.  You 

will find below the announcement introducing Rev. Stratton that 

was shared during worship.  I will be appointed to Calvary UMC in 

Stuarts Draft.  It has been a blessing to serve Otterbein for these 

past twelve years and over the coming weeks we will find 

appropriate ways to both celebrate and grieve the upcoming 

change.  Finding words to express how much Otterbein has meant 

to me and my family is beyond the scope of this note but know that 

your impact on our lives has been amazing.  
 

At this time I ask you to add to your prayers Laura and her family, 

her congregation (South Albemarle Charge), Calvary UMC and 

their pastor (Rev. David Vaughn), and of course our family.  
 

      In Christ,  

      Adam 

Otterbein is one of over 850 United Methodist churches in the  

Virginia Annual Conference organized and led by a resident 

Bishop assisted by a Cabinet of the District Superintendents. One of 

the Bishop’s responsibilities, in prayerful consultation with the 

Cabinet, is the appointment of pastors to each of the local churches 

in the Annual Conference. All pastors are part of a rotating or 

itinerancy system in which they promise to serve where needed. 
 

Virginia Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson has announced pastoral 

appointments to be effective July 1st. Pastor Adam will be 

itinerating to a new appointment in the VA Conference, and 

Otterbein is receiving the appointment of Rev. Laura Stratton as 

our pastor, who is itinerating from the Southern Albemarle Charge 

consisting of Scottsville UMC and Mt. Zion UMC in Esmont. 
 

Pastor Laura grew up in Luray attending Luray UMC, graduated 

from Luray High School, and entered the College of William and 

Mary where she graduated in 2007. After graduation she worked in 

Russia for a year at a United Methodist church 
continued next page... 
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and volunteered at two orphanages and a boarding school for 

children with developmental delays while studying at a linguistics 

university. Upon her return to the US, she worked with the youth 

group at Wesley  UMC in Vienna.  In 2010, she recognized her call 

to ordained pastoral ministry and entered Wesley Theological 

Seminary while also serving as Minister of Music at Del Ray UMC 

in Alexandria. She graduated seminary in 2013 and was 

commissioned a Provisional Elder in the Virginia Annual 

Conference and was appointed pastor at Page UMC until 2021 

when she itinerated to the Southern Albemarle Charge. She 

became an Ordained Elder in 2016, the same year as Adam. She 

and her husband,  J.R., have been married 14 years and have two 

daughters, Annabelle, age 11, and Elizabeth, age 8. 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee will be making June plans for 

celebrating Adam’s ministry among us, to express our love to him 

and his family, and to wish him Godspeed in his new appointment. 

Then, in early July we will have a welcoming event for Laura and 

her family to begin embracing them as we did Adam and his 

family 12 years ago. 
 

Everyone will be informed of celebration plans as we go through 

this season of transition. If you have questions, feel free to talk to 

SPRC Chair Mike Earman or Lay Leader Bill Pollard.  

You’re Invited! 
 

A Birthday Celebration 
for all of You! 

 

Sunday, May 17 
following worship 

 

Come and enjoy a cake and ice 
cream social as we celebrate 

everyone’s birthday! 

United Women in Faith seeks to 

connect and nurture women through 

Christian spiritual formation, 

leadership development, creative 

fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence, and 

impact local and global communities. 
 

Greetings! 
 

Our regular monthly meeting on May 12 begins at 11 am in 

Room 204. 
 

As United Women in Faith, we continue to learn and celebrate 

what it means for us to be in community with and for each other 

and in solidarity with all women, children, and youth in God’s 

good creation. We are constantly seeking ways to support local 

missions. We have committed to helping the Isaiah 117 House 

through participation in the “Bin Buddy” program and Kingsway 

Prison Ministries by collecting tubes of toothpaste (3-6 oz.) for 

the month of May. 
 

Our April meeting was a delightful time to gather with UWF 

women from Asbury UMC and Sharon Harold, District Education 

& Interpretation officer. Our discussions determined that we 

should get together more often.  
 

Reminder: At Otterbein UMC & around the Virginia 

conference, May is the time to gather items for our UMCOR 

kits: hygiene & “period packs”. Please bring all items to the 

church by May 24. Lists are available on the breezeway table 

and outside the sanctuary. Collection tubs are in the 

breezeway. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Pat Wingert 

 

God of Creation and Resurrection, remind us that ALL of 

life is a gift from you. Make us ready to act for and with 

all of creation, all of our brothers and sisters, for justice 

and peace. Give us your strength to stand with love 

and grace in all that we say and do. Amen. 


