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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
Not meeting at this time. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the December issue is Monday, November 15 by 

9 am.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles 

for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the 

church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 

15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Susie Ayala 

Kelly Bacon 

Gary Billingsley 
Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Cliff & Jean Davis 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 

Vicki Gaines 
Florence Green 

Betty Griffith 

Mindi Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Laura Headlee 

Norma Heath 
Hunter Hensley 

John Hoffnagle 

Dot Jones 

Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 
Betty Miller 

Art & Mary Jo Mitchell 

Gary Nesselrodt 

George & Betty Painter 

JC Powell 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 
Mary Ellen Rohrbaugh 

Millie Sager 

Linda Stephens 

Scott Stephens 

Martha Taylor 

Daisy Van Pelt 
Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Mike Wetzel 

 

TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS!  

Poinsettias may be ordered in memory or in honor of a loved one. 

Each poinsettia is $8.50.  Order Deadline: Monday, November 22 

 

In memory of: 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of: 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by:  
 

________________________________________ ____ X $8.50 = ____        

 

Please make checks payable to Otterbein UMC with 

“poinsettia” written on the memo line. 

Tear off this form and place in offering plate or return to church office. 



Over the course of its existence, Faith In 

Action has made it a priority at the end of a 

campaign cycle to stop and listen to the 

members of the organization.  This process 

allows us to hear the concerns of our 

community and discern collectively the next 

place FIA will place its general focus.  Over the 

years that has resulted in movement around immigration, criminal justice 

reform, and affordable housing.  A process of research and refining those 

broad topics has always been the next step, resourcing community leaders 

who are already involved in the topic we are addressing.  

 Throughout the listening process, we train FIA leaders for individual 

organizations to go back and hear the concerns of their community.  Over 

the last several years you might have been asked by one of our FIA 

representatives about what you saw as needing to be addressed in our 

community.  Otterbein reps have also spoken with others connected to our 

community less formally, such as guests at the Soup Kitchen or Clothes 

Closet.  While a good process in theory, in practice it has not been broad 

enough in scope.  In the beginning of 2022, FIA will be embarking on a 

robust listening campaign that will attempt to hear a wide variety of voices 

from both Harrisonburg City and Rockingham County.  Each of our 

individual institutions will be vital to making this a reality.  The scope we 

desire is more than the hundreds of conversations we have had in past 

listening sessions, and be more in the arena of thousands.  This will of 

course take us beyond the traditional internal conversations we have 

had.  This will require that we move into the community to hear different 

voices.  Voices that we have not heard before.  Voices that are not often 

heard by anyone.    

 OUMC will be actively involved in this process.  A core team of 

leaders is being developed; no longer will we be represented by two or 

three people, but instead a larger team will be active in doing the work of 

justice in our community.  Once trained, we intend on coupling the FIA 

aspect of this listening process with our own internal questions as we 

emerge from the pandemic and discern the next steps for our congregation 

moving forward.  If you have not already considered assisting with this 

work, I hope you will as we continue to do the work of the Kingdom in our 

community.  

 November has an underrated amount of pretty 

significant days to celebrate.  Often in the church we look 

towards Christmas and Easter as the high holy days, and they 

are, but November has its own share of important places to 

celebrate.  To be honest, celebrate might not be the right 

word.  While Thanksgiving does warrant celebration, the other 

important dates are more a time of reflection and honoring 

things that have shaped who we are.  Before we make it to 

pumpkin pies, turkey, and gravy, we start the month with 

three days worth stopping for.  The first day technically falls in 

October, but for the sake of this article we are going to 

mention it.  Reformation Day is celebrated on October 31st, 

the day when Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of 

Wittenburg Church.  It is a day where we remember the 

necessity for reform and moving back towards who God calls 

us to be as a church.  It is a challenging day for it is also the 

moment in history where we see the great split in the church.  

It asks us how do we reform with schism; a question still 

relevant in our modern day and no less challenging.  
 

 The second day falls on November 1st, All Saint’s Day.  

This is when we stop and remember all those who have come 

to an end of their journey.  In a congregation such as 

Otterbein, this is a day that we are able to remember a list of 

names who have died in the past year.  I find it necessary 

and good for us to stop and reflect just for a moment or two 

about the significance of the people of our church who have 

shaped its history as well as our own 
continued next page... 



personal stories.  While we do this work at individual 

memorial services, it is good to pause once a year and 

remember as the assembled body of Christ those that now 

rest from their labors.  This year, since so many memorial 

services were small private affairs due to the pandemic, we 

are going to take a little extra time on All Saint’s Sunday to 

remember and reflect.  
 

 The third day is Veteran’s Day.  While not on the 

Christian calendar, it is an important day and one that we 

always acknowledge at Otterbein.  While I think there is a 

temptation to mix nation and church more than necessary, I 

do feel at times it is appropriate to acknowledge that we as 

Otterbein are connected to our nation.  While not our 

primary identity, it is a part of who we are and, as such, it is 

good from time to time to recognize the service of others to 

the greater good of our nation and community.  Last year 

we put together a video record of our veterans and we will 

share that again this year.  
 

 And of course, who could forget Thanksgiving.  So 

often this day comes so close to the start of Advent that we 

don’t give it much time in worship.  It is a joyous day of food 

and family, a time to remember the blessings of hearth and 

home.  A time shared with family and friends around a full 

table.  It is one of my favorite days of the year, full of rich 

memories and too many delicious pies to choose from.  
 

 This November I’ve been asked to speak at the JOY 

Group (November 11, Noon) with the topic to be seasonal.  

I’m not sure how I will talk about all four of these days or 

even if I will attempt to do so, but it does provide for a rich 

exercise in an important month to celebrate.  
 

      Adam 

Recital 

 

Ricky Goodwyn, Jr., Tenor 
Elaine Lim, Piano 

 
Classical ~ Spirituals ~ Music Theater 

 

November 21, 2021 

3 pm 

Otterbein United Methodist Church 



UMW News 
 

The UMW Vision: 

Turning faith, hope, and love into action 

on behalf of women, children, and youth 

around the world. 

 

 The UMW will meet Tuesday, November 9 at 11:15 am 

in Room 204 for the “World Thank Offering” meeting.  Each 

member has a thank offering container in which she deposits coins 

throughout the year in gratitude for what God has done or given to 

her during the year.  This offering is collected in November to help 

women, children, and youth around the world. 

 

 Anyone interested in knowing more about the UMW is 

welcome to attend the November meeting or call Wilma at 

433-9545. 

 

 The District UMW will be presenting a program, “Looking 

Ahead Together,” on November 13 at 9 am at Mountain Valley 

UMC.  They will reflect on Mission Central and the Women’s 

Gemeinschaft program.  

 

 Three members attended the District UMW Annual 

Meeting at Otterbein on Thursday, October 7.  We received the 

Six Star Unit Award and the Gold Award for “Living Into Our 

Purpose.”  Three members received certificates for completing 

Plan I of the UMW Reading Program. 

 

 A Special Mission Recognition pin is presented each year to 

someone who has done or is doing special mission work in the 

church or community.  On Children’s Sabbath Sunday, October 10, 

Betty Redmond received the Mission pin for 2020 and Susan 

Pollard received the pin for 2021. 

 

 We will not meet in December. 

The Otterbein Men’s Fellowship would 

like to thank all who supported our 

Drive-thru Curbside Spaghetti Supper in 

September!  So far donations totaling 

$2,320 have 

been received 

to support the OUMC College 

Chorale Scholarships.  What a 

generous response from our 

Otterbein Family and others! 

 

On Sunday, December 12, the Otterbein Choir will present 

a special Christmas Cantata during worship at 10:30 am. 

Following the Cantata, the Men’s Fellowship will be offering 

delicious freshly-baked cinnamon rolls.  These delicious 

treats will be available for a freewill donation to the College 

Choir Scholarship Fund.  Watch Adam’s weekly 

“Reflections” email for important information concerning 

how you can pre-order these special treats! 

 

Our monthly Otterbein Men’s Fellowship prayer breakfast 

meetings will resume in January, 2022. 

 

For additional information concerning our fellowship, please 

check our website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/

united-methodist-men 

 

Leadership/Planning Team: 

Dylan Andrade 

Bill Pollard 

Carter Ritchie 

Open Door Fellowship 
 

Open Door Fellowship will meet Tuesday, 

November 2, at 11:15 am in Room 204.  We will be 

signing Christmas Cards for the shut-ins since we 

will not be meeting in December. 



History Highlight… 

JAIL HILL 
 

The history of Otterbein UMC is well documented following 

the founding of our church in 1894, but did you know our 

current plot of land was once known as Jail Hill?  This fact 

came to light with the recent launch of the “Roots Run 

Deep” walking tour presented by the Shenandoah Valley 

Black Heritage Project. 

 

Jail Hill was situated at what was considered, in the 1800s, 

to be the western fringe of the city and was bordered by the 

streets currently named W. Elizabeth, W. Market, N. High, 

and N. Liberty.  The former county jail, constructed of 

stone, stood within those street confines.  It was located 

directly across W. Market Street from the old Wetsel Seed 

Company warehouse that was most recently occupied by 

Rosetta Stone.  OUMC’s leased lower parking lot now 

occupies the former jail site. 

 

When a new jail was erected nearer to Court Square in the 

1820s, the bars were removed from the windows of the 

former jail and the structure was converted into apartment 

units.  In 1830, William Strother and Willis Bundy became 

the first freedmen to purchase land in the Jail Hill area.  By 

the 1850s, as more dwellings were constructed, the Jail 

Hill neighborhood became the center of Harrisonburg’s free 

Black community.  However, by the end of the Civil War, 

most of the established properties once owned by freedmen 

had been purchased by white property owners.  With many 

Black families staying in the community as renters, Jail 

Hill remained a predominantly Black community until the 

late 1870s.  One of the last African-American landowners 

in the Jail Hill locale was Malinda Hopkins Hall.  Her 

continued next page... 

former house was situated on the corner where our church 

building now stands.  Although Malinda died in 1861, her 

property remained in the hands of her family until 1876.  

At that time, the city seized the house and land due to 

default on payment of property taxes spanning several 

years. 

 

The railroad tracks running through Jail Hill were laid in 

1867, and this construction project negatively impacted 

some of the nearby homes.  Around the same time, W. 

Market Street was widened from Court Square to the old 

jail.  The remainder of the street leading westward was left 

unimproved.  The old jail/apartment building began to 

crumble after years of neglect by the landlord, William 

Reherd, who had purchased it in the late 1860s.  In 1879, 

several children were injured due to a wall collapse, which 

led to the former jail structure being condemned and then 

razed.  By this time, many African-Americans who had 

called the Jail Hill neighborhood home had moved; some as 

far north as New York.  Most of the remaining families 

moved to the local Newtown neighborhood in the northeast 

quadrant of the city. 

 

It was enlightening to learn of this early history of our little 

section of the city.  The efforts of the Shenandoah Valley 

Black Heritage Project, Inc., and Ryan Bachman, author of 

the book African-American Property-Ownership in 

Downtown Harrisonburg 1850-1860, have helped piece 

together this little known story.  Additional information is 

available at www.valleyblackheritage.org and 

www.rootsrundeep.org 

 

Carole Gaines 


