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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
oumcharrisonburg.org 

Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 
 

Tidings articles are due by the 
15th of each month. 

You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 
 

Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 

Minister of Visitation 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Warren 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

• Tidings deadline for the February 2023 issue is Monday, January 16 by 

9 am.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit 

articles for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details 

to the church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by 

the 16
th
. 

 

• Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Susie Ayala 

Wanda Baker 

Gary Billingsley 
Millie Bruce 

Rev. Louis Carson 

Fern Cline 

Loretta Crider 

Eleanor Davis 

Cliff & Jean Davis 
Ann Dellinger 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Amber Earman 

Mike Earman 

Nancy East 

Dennis Gaines 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 
Laura Headlee 

Norma Heath 

Hunter Hensley 

Alice Ely Howell 

John Liskey 

Allen Litten 
Marion Malabad 

Allene McCoy 

John Miller 

Art Mitchell 

Eugene Moyers 

Mary Jo Mitchell 

George & Betty Painter 

BJ Payne 
Judy Pruett 

Mary Ellen Rohrbaugh 

Becky Smith 

Linda Stephens 

Juanita Taylor 

Janalee Tutwiler 
Anthony VanPelt 

Daisy VanPelt 

John Welch, Jr. 

Mary Wenger 

To Pastor Adam Blagg & Family 

and other members of Otterbein: 
 

Our utmost thanks for your thoughts and 

prayers of caring, comfort, and peace upon 

John’s passing.  He is in a better place, a “city 

where the roses never die.”  This is the promise 

that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 

- 1 John 2:25 
 

~ Ila S., Steve & Ce, Mark & Yillia, 

granddaughters Ila L. & Celine ~ 



ATTENTION PARENTS ,  GRANDPARENTS , 
GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY OF ELEMENTARY-AGE 

GIRLS AND BOYS:  
 

Starting (again) on Sunday, January 8, 2023 
(New Year, new adventure, excitement!) at  
9:30 am on the third floor of the education  
wing of the church, a class for all elementary 
school age girls and boys will meet. We hope to 
meet and greet your children 
there. (That also means you may 
attend one of the adult classes 
that meet at the same time.)  
 

Teachers: Pat and Jim Wingert  

We would like to thank the 

Otterbein Congregation for the 

cards, concerns, prayers, phone 

calls, and food.  We are thankful, 

grateful, and blessed to have you as our 

church family.  God bless you all.  Have a 

blessed holiday and new year 2023. 
 

~ Art & Mary Jo Mitchell ~ 

 January is a time for starting new things, like those pesky 

resolutions that might make it to the end of the month.  Many things 

have their beginning in January.  Our fiscal years often begin, we get new 

calendars, we write the wrong year for a few weeks, new officers take on 

their roles at this time.  January also gives us a chance to set new goals 

and see what we desire to accomplish as a church.  We often can forget 

about what we did in the past and turn the page to something new.  I 

used this space last year to do just that; maybe before we jump into the 

new we should look at what OUMC wanted to accomplish in 2022. 

Reflection is just as important as working on something new.  
 

From January 2022 Tidings:  

“Our hope in 2022 is to continue to provide an opportunity for safe and 

inspiring worship, a means to engage in spiritual formation, places to 

engage in mission and avenues to expand some of our most vital 

ministries.  I hope you continue to pray for our church as we work 

diligently to make disciples for the transformation of the world.”  
 

It sounds pretty generic, but when put into action it actually does 

make sense.  We could probably just change 2022 to 2023 and keep on 

the same course.  In my assessment we did most of what is covered in 

our goals.  Worship continues to grow, we are inching closer to 

pre-pandemic numbers, and we had more people join the church this 

year than we have had in any year in recent memory.  The number 

almost equaled the number we lost to death, something that is usually 

not comparable.  We moved Bible Study back to in-person in 2022 and 

our numbers grew.  We still provide a recorded version to some of our 

members which seems popular as well.  Our Creation Care Task Force 

has been very active, working on education and even 
continued next page... 



hosting a nature prayer walk.  Look forward to more events from them 

in 2023.  The Music Department has continued to grow, expanding to 

include educational opportunities for the community and congregation 

as well as a new organ program in collaboration with JMU.  Our mission 

work continued, with a focus on Guatemala, North Macedonia, and 

relief in Ukraine.  We have been invited to send interested individuals to 

Sierra Leone in 2023 as we continue our relationship with Helping 

Children Worldwide.  (Please reach out to me if you would like to know 

more.)  
 

As we move into 2023, I am sure that new opportunities that we 

do not foresee will become available, but we will also continue our 

focus on what has strengthened our church in 2022.  We have been 

intentional about opening our space for the community and you might 

have noticed the increased traffic in our parking lot and building.  This 

remains a priority for us.  We also know that old buildings require a 

certain amount of upkeep and care.  Our sanctuary should get a much 

needed touch-up early this year and some of our old breezeway 

windows need some attention as well.  The work continues!  I look 

forward to an exciting year of working for the Kingdom in this space.  
 

Happy New Year!  

      Adam 

 

 Your pastor is taking some time away in January for rest and 

renewal.  From January 16th to February 6th I will be taking a small 

sabbatical to pause from the work of ministry.  This will include some 

travel and a lot of time to refresh my connection with God.  Please refer 

to the church bulletin or contact the church office for pastoral needs.  

Otterbein is blessed to have numerous retired pastors who will be 

serving in a variety of ways during this time to make sure all the bases 

are covered.    

From Virginia Originals 
 

 This month we are featuring a litany by Norma Fridinger from 

the 1982 Virginia Originals.  Since it is too long to print in its entirety, 

we are featuring the ending. 

 

Paraphrased 1 Corinthians 13 for United Methodist Women: 

 

All: When I was new in my Christian walk I reasoned as a new 

 Christian and the value of my service had not fully dawned upon 

me—After I began to mature, I began to comprehend its strategic 

importance.  I still do not understand everything fully now, but 

one thing I know, when ministry has run its course, when the 

 mission of this world has been completed, the message of love 

that I have passed along will endure forever.   Now abides faith, 

hope, and love in the word of the church, but the greatest of these 

is love—God’s love in me being made visible. 

Mrs. Don Fridinger 

Have scrapes of cotton fabric to share, any size or color? 
Linda Stephens, a member of OUMC and now living at 

Bridgewater Retirement Community, is making 
potholders and other small items and could use them.  

Please leave on the table in Room 204.  Thanks! 



History of Virginia Originals 
 

 Prior to 1972, the women’s organization of the United 

Methodist Church was called Women’s Society of Christian Service 

and Wesleyan Service Guild.  In 1972, the name was changed to 

United Methodist Women.  In 1981, Sandra Baker, Virginia 

Conference Membership Chair of the UMW from the Winchester 

District, suggested during their annual meeting that something 

should be done to celebrate the 10th Anniversary (in 1982) of their 

new name and to involve as many of the Virginia UMW members as 

possible.  Thus, the idea of a book containing original works of the 

members came into being.  Members were to share through poems, 

prayer, devotions, music, and art.  Although a theme was chosen for 

each publication, the women could write on any subject and submit 

more than one article. 

 Over 1,000 entries were received.  Therefore, there had to be 

a selection process.  The ten member committee, which included 

Anita Billingsley, met and read each entry, covering the name of the 

writer so they would not be partial to anyone who submitted entries. 

 The book, Virginia Originals, was copyrighted and published 

by the Membership Committee of the United Methodist Women in 

the Virginia Conference in 1982 and printed by Commercial Press in 

Stephens City, VA.   

 In 1990, the second Virginia Original—Too was published in 

honor of Marianna Spangler, past chairperson of the Membership 

Committee.  Jo Ann Liskey was a member of that taskforce.  Another 

book was published in 2008 to celebrate the UMW’s 25th Silver 

Anniversary.  Later publications of members’ works were printed 

but not in bound book form. 

 After 50 years, the United Methodist Women have again 

changed their name to United Women in Faith.  Writers from 

Otterbein and the Harrisonburg District contributed to the Virginia 

Originals and this year some of these works will be featured in the 

Tidings to celebrate the recent name change. 
 

From Virginia Originals 1982, 1990, 2008 

The Otterbein Men’s Fellowship would 

like to thank all who supported our 

Christmas Pancake Brunch in 

December!  Approximately 90 persons 

enjoyed good fellowship along with 

pancakes and strawberry, blueberry, 

chocolate chip, and whipped cream 

toppings!  Donations from this project 

so far have totaled $1,725.00, all going 

towards the College Chorale 

Scholarship Fund. 

 

The Men’s Fellowship is preparing for 2023 and invites all men 

to our first Prayer Breakfast meeting of the new year at Thomas 

House Restaurant in Dayton on Saturday, January 28 starting at 

7:30 am.  To view all of our planned breakfast meetings and other 

activities, check out the website below.  You can also view 

pictures from recent projects as well as see and hear the Men’s 

Choir singing during the UMM Sunday Worship Services over the 

years.  

 

For additional information concerning our fellowship, please 

check our website:  https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-

methodist-men 

 

Leadership/Planning Team 

Mike Earman 

Bill Pollard 

Carter Ritchie 



 

United Women 

in Faith News 
 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture 

women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership 

development, creative fellowship, and education so that they 

can inspire, influence, and impact local and global 

communities. 

 

All women are invited to join us for study and fellowship 

Tuesday, January 10 at 10 am in Room 204. 

 

Our program will be led by Christy Blagg, “On Our Journeys 

to and with Christ.” 

 

I am excited to be our unit president for this coming year.  

I’m still learning names and faces of our members.  Thanks to 

all who have offered words of support.  

 

With God’s help, we will live into our purpose: 

to be a community of women whose purpose is 

to know God and to experience freedom as  whole 

persons through Jesus Christ, and to expand 

concepts of mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 

 

Pat Wingert 

For more information call: 540-405-2204 

Creation Care 
 

O Lord our Lord, how majestic is 

your name in all the earth! 

When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, 

what is man that you are mindful of him? 

You made him a little lower than the angels 

and crowned him with glory and honor. 

You made him ruler over the works of your hands 

and put everything under his feet: 

all flocks and herds, and the beast of the field, 

the birds of the air, and all that swim the paths of the sea. 

O Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

~ Psalm 8 ~ 

 

God made all creation. 

God made man something glorious. 

God gives human beings tremendous authority - to be in 

charge of the earth, his creation.  

With authority comes great responsibility. 

How do you treat God’s creation? 

Use your resources wisely because God holds us 

accountable as his stewards. 

 

Betty Redmond 

Creation Care Taskforce 


