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The Tidings
Otterbein United Methodist
Church

176 West Market Street
Harrisonburg VA 22801

Our Staff

Rev. Adam Blagg

Senior Pastor
oumcpastor@hotmail.com

Melissa Miller

Office Manager
oumcadm@hotmail.com

Gary Edlind
Director of Visitation

Office- (540) 4347747
oumcharrisonburg.org

Tidingsarticles are generally due
by the 1% of each month. _

You may either bring articles to _ RICky Goodwyn, Jr. -

the church office or email them Director of Music Ministries
to oumcadm@hotmail.com oumcmusic@hotmail.com

Dan Curtis

Sunday Schedule Organist

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service

Drew Dodson
Bell Choir Director

Melvin Falls

Please check the calendar for .
Custodian

times of regular and special

events. Bonnie Andrade

Treasurer
oumctreasurer@hotmail.com

Office: 5404347747
x200 for Melissa
x201 for Adam

Weekday Office Hours
Monday- Thursday: ®0 am - 3:00 pm
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Otterbein in Prayer

; David Angier Tammy Duxbury Peggy Miller :
i Rosalie Bailey Mike Earman Art & Mary Jo Mitchell i
i Gary Billingsley Judi Espinoza Maxine Perry !
: Marilyn Blagg Ed Gaines Judy Pruett :
i Whitney Bradley Ray Griffith Dot Swartz i
[ Millie Bruce Fred Hopkins Carolyn Stroop i
: Earl Cannon Emily Joiner Juanita Taylor :
i Rev. Louis Carson Tina Jolly Michelle VanPelt i
i Ni ssa DO Andr eBanitaKreeger John Walsh !
; Cliff Davis Deb Leap Hazel Willi ;
i Diane Cline Davis Steve Lily Baby Charlie Woods i
: Jo Ellen Dickenson Chuck Macklin Gina Wyse :
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In case of inclement weather, the church office will follow the status
of Harrisonburg City Schools. When the schools close for bad
weather, the office will be closed and activities will be cancelled.
If the schools aredelayed 1 or 2 hours, the office will open at 9 am
and activities will proceed as planned. Check WH3$V and email
for information about worship service cancellations.

i For Your Information

" Tidingsdeadline for the Februaryissue idMonday, January 19 by 9 am.
i All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the
. Tidings Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church
' office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 19t, :



Wel come New Members
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United Women in Faith

” United connect and nurture women through
-, - Women Christian spiritual formation,
’ in Faith leadership development, creative

fellowship, and education so that they
can inspire, influence, and impact local and global communities.

Greetings!

' Our January meeting will be January 13 at 11am in
iRoom 204 . Please come prepared for study and
fellowship as we begin a new year together. We will
:take ti me for reflection and
igood to be together.

****Reading program book discussion!*****
Following our regular meeting (Tuesday, January 13 at
111 am), we will meet to discuss  The Personal Librarian
iby Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray.

' This book is on the reading program list for 2026 and
‘available at Massanutten Regional Library. If you love
to read, please joinus January 13 at 12 noon in
Room 204 . Bring your lunch and be ready for lively
discussion! All women and men are invited to
participate . Contact Ginny Whitehill for further
information.

Grace & Peace,

Pat Wingert

God, we ask you to light our path and accompany
us as we make new roads together. May you be our
comfort in uncertainty, our guide in all things,
and our bravery when we need it. Amen.
(from Mapping Our Way Forward , Program Resource 2026, p. 14)

Earman, Joe & Ginny Whitehill, Emmy Paradise & Family, Vicki Gaines
& Deb Leap, and Tara Eckenroad Thank You for volunteering.
Because of your service, many benefitted from this worthwhile project.

Happy New Year!
Your Outreach Team!
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From Your Outreach Ministry Team
For there will never cease to be poor in the land.
Therefore, | command you, you shall open wide your hand to your
brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.
Deuteronomy 15:11

Kingsway Apple Tree Projecti Bev Earman, point person
Thanks to Bev and Otterbein for their continued support of this
worthwhile project. Over 100 children will receive a gift this Christmas
from Otterbein members.

Ongoing Projects

Mercy House 6 Susan Pollard, point person
Otterbein supplies needed grocery items to Mercy House residents in
those months with a 5t Sunday. Susan reports 5 gallons of milk, 4
loaves of bread, 4 dozen eggs, and 2 packages of stick margarine werg
delivered to Mercy House.

Fresh Startd Carla Nemoytin, point person
Fresh Starthad no distributions in November. There are eligible
families and individuals waiting for a home, but there is limited
affordable housing available.

Soup Kitchend Susan Pollard, point person
The Soup Kitchen served 110 guests in November!

Clothes Closetd Linda Conrad, point person
The Clothes Closet was open four Mondays in November. 43 men
and women and 10 children were served, including 7 new shoppers!
Please tell your family and friends the Clothes Closet is open with free
clothing for all ages every Monday 4:30f 6 pm.

Currently, the Clothes Closet is accepting ONLY winter coats,
hats, scarves, and gloves. Also socks, especially white!

Gleaning o Vicki Gaines, point person
As reported last month, gleaning for 2025 has come to an end. Over
3,890 Ibs. of fresh vegetables were delivered to The Salvation Army,
Our Community Place, and Gemeinshcaft. Most of the produce was
contributed by the North Mountain Farm. North Mountain received
an Otterbein Signature Coconut Cakein appreciation of their
generosity.

To OtterbeindsiMke&Benmi ng Teams

continued next page...

UNITED METHODIST The Otterbein

| Fellowship would like to thank all who
; supported ourChristma®ancake Brunch
‘ December! Approximately 100 persons

enjoyed wonderful fellowship along with

pancakes and strawberry, blueberry, chocolate

chips, chocolate syrup, and whipped cream
3 %

toppings!Generoudonations from this project

totaled $2,836.%, all going towards the College

Chorale Scholarship fund.
— The men are initiating a new project in the new year.
%@% Beginning the first Sunday of each month in 2026, the i

s Will be collecting canned food for the Blue Ridge Area
)0 Food Bank and any other needy area Food Pantries. T|
)[\/E you in advance for your support of this monthly project
“~——" the OUMM which begins odanuary 4", 2026.
The Mends Fellowship invites a4

Breakfast meeting of the new year 8aturday, January 24 )
starting at 7:30 am . The group will gather in Memorial Hal.>
at Otterbein UMC. Our attendance grew in numbers during

the past year, and we expect to continue to grow during 2026. Come

and enjoy the fellowship and a delicious breakfast! Please contact
Earman (5448832399) if you are planning to attend so enough food
can be prepared.
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To view all our planned breakfast meetings and other activities, chg¢ck

out the website link below. You can also view pictures from recent
projects and hear t he Me edSundah
Worship Services over the years.

For additional information concerning our fellowship, please check
website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/unitedethodistmen

Leadership/Planning Team:
Mike Earman

Bill Pollard

Carter Ritchie

0 |
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https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
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& Creation Care Taskforce
Grayy S
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@ The Cityds
@ CREATION CARE ,

@ TASK FORCE If you have trees in your
&
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neighborhood, you probably
have gray squirrels scampering around. There are over
246 species of squirrels and they are one of the largest
families of rodents (gnawing animals).

@ If you have had to brake for a squirrel running across
the street or repair a building they have chewed with
@ their chisel -like front teeth, you might consider them a
@ nuisance and destructive. In our house, we call them
@fasci nating to watch and on

@ We have an undeveloped wooded area behind our
house and when my son began feeding the birds
several years ago, squirrels came for breakfast with the
birds. Watching the squirrels play was so fascinating
that he began adding more birdfeed, suet, and
peanuts. The squirrels have their own feeders now and
we have between eight and fifteen squirrels gathering
daily. The first snow in December brought around
twenty.

The gestation period of a gray squirrel is 44 days and
they have 2 -5 young. At5 to 8 weeks, the young have
fur and begin searching for their own food. They start
having their own families at about a year old. They live
two to six years in the wild and up to 15 years in

& captivity.
@ Squirrels eat corn, seeds, pinecones, berries, nuts, and
@bird food. They especially 0

@ discovered they like pumpkins

continued next page...
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@When they ate the neighborh

last year, so now we add pumpkins to their fall food
purchases. In autumn, squirrels hunt and hide food for
winter. They may forget where they hide their nuts and
in time, these nuts sprout and become young trees.
They also drink plenty of water.

Squirrels are more active in the mornings and evenings.

They use their tails for shade from the sun, as an
umbrella when it rains, to balance them when jumping
from tree to tree, and as a blanket in their nest on cool

% nights.

@ They have two homes. A cool temporary summer one
&@ made loosely with twigs and leaves and may fall apart,
@ causing them to rebuild several times. The permanent
@ nest may be a hollow tree or layers of twigs and leaves
t@ packed firmly together to keep out rain, snow, and

@ wind. In winter several may share the same nest to
@ keep warm. In cold weather, they may undergo

@ periods of dormancy, but wake every few days for
food.

Their enemies include bobcats, cats, coyotes, dogs,

foxes, owls, and humans (their greatest enemy), who
hunt them for sport, meat, and fur. But no hunting in
the city.

@eeee®

@ To watch the squirrels hunched, eating peanuts or

@ chasing each other as they play or fight for food, is truly
@ a picture to behold. Our backyard is a safe haven for
@any creature that wonders
@ beautiful. All creatures great and small. All things wise

@and wonder ful , the Lord God

@ Happy New Year!
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