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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
Not meeting at this time. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Hunter 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the January 2022 issue is Wednesday, December 15 

by 3 pm.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit 

articles for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details 

to the church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by 

the 15
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Trustees Report 
 

 We have a few projects in the works to improve our physical 

plant.  The first is a small upgrade to our video equipment in the 

sanctuary.  The choir has been unable to adequately view the slides that 

most of the congregation sees on a regular basis.  We have installed an 

additional projector that will allow those up front to be able to see the 

same thing that the rest of the congregation does.  The new short throw 

projector is mounted on the back wall and will be a nice asset for the 

church.  

 The second project is the replacement of the exterior sanctuary 

doors facing Market and High Streets.  These double doors have served 

us well and we think they are original to the church.  They have begun 

to show their age.  The wood swells and shrinks significantly at different 

times of the year, making the doors extremely difficult to close and, as 

such, making the church a challenge to secure.  We have identified 

metal doors that will have a wood laminate finish to better fit the décor 

of the church.  You should expect to see new doors after the first of the 

year.  Two generous memorial contributions will cover the cost of the 

doors and be noted at the appropriate time.  

 Our last and biggest project is the final refurbishing of our cli-

mate system for the first and third floors of the church.  We will be 

installing a new heating system to function in conjunction with the 

current A/C system.  Construction on this should begin relatively soon.  

 If you have any questions, please speak to one of the Trustees or 

Adam.  As always, donations for the work in question will always be 

accepted.  



Otterbein in Prayer 

Susie Ayala 
Kelly Bacon 

Rosalie Bailey 
Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 
Rev. Louis Carson 

Fern Cline 
Cliff & Jean Davis 
Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Nancy East 
Vicki Gaines 

Florence Green 
Betty Griffith 

Mindi Griffith 
Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 
Laura Headlee 
Norma Heath 

Hunter Hensley 
John Hoffnagle 

Dot Jones 
Janet Liskey 

Marion Malabad 
Allene McCoy 
Betty Miller 

Mary Jo Mitchell 

George & Betty 
Painter 

Gabe Poirot 
Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 
Mary Ellen 
Rohrbaugh 

Scott Stephens 
Martha Taylor 
Daisy Van Pelt 
Keith & Sharon 

Waters 
Mary Wenger 

UMW News 
 

“We sometimes say, “prayer changes 

things.”  If we really believe it does, then 

let us not be so easily affected when 

things look unpromising.  Let us then  

           pray and trust.” 

          From Mustard Seeds 
 

We will not meet in December. 
 

The end of the year “Pledge to Missions” are due in December.  

Please mail them to Jo Ann Liskey (210 Virginia Avenue, Apt. 231; 

Bridgewater, VA 22812). 
 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 11, 2022. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, goodwill toward men! 

Luke 2:14 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 As I have been wandering the halls of Otterbein at the 

end of the day, there has been some new activity recently.  

Or at least more activity.  It seems that our sanctuary has 

become a place for quite a few recitals this fall.  Now that is 

not necessarily new; we have often had members of our 

college chorale offer either a junior or senior recital in our 

space.  This is different through.  The recitals being offered 

now are featuring a variety of brass instruments and we still 

have scheduled several vocal performances as well.  

 Our sanctuary space is a great venue for these types 

of events.  The sound is live, a space created for music and 

voice in a day when amplification was not the norm.  The 

music resonates in a way that most modern spaces find hard 

to replicate.  Nothing gives me more joy on a Wednesday 

evening at choir than to hear the music of the choir bounce 

off the back wall.  While that is replicated in part on a Sunday 

morning, the empty space is very much alive.  

 I find it a blessing that we have the connections with 

the JMU music department and am glad to see it expanding.  

I am a firm proponent of the theory that we should build from 

our strengths to encourage growth.  Music has always been a 

vital part of our congregational life.  Money and time has 

been invested over our 125 years to make it a priority.  From 

our choir to tower chimes to organ to hand bells, we have 

put a premium on making a joyful noise.  In 2022, we will 

continued next page... 



continue to expand our music.  In the works are plans to 

expand our footprint in the JMU music program by creating 

a fledgling organ program.  Organists are in short supply and 

JMU, while having an excellent piano program, has no 

access to a pipe organ.  Providing that opportunity to their 

piano students is a gift we can offer.  Not only does it benefit 

the students and our congregation, it provides the greater 

church a resource in high demand.  

 We are also in the beginning phases of establishing 

some opportunities for adult music education and 

collaboration.  Once again, having identified an area of less 

opportunity in the community, we hope to provide a place 

where interested individuals have at their disposal 

educational resources for musical development.  

 As we move into a new year and a new time in the life 

of the church, we hope to continue to keep music as a 

strength of who we are and how we are giving back to our 

community.  

      Adam 

Upcoming College Chorale Recitals 

 

Caitlyn Higgins 

Saturday, December 4, 4 pm, 

OUMC 

 

Ammad Akbari 

Friday, December 10, 7 pm, 

Forbes Recital Hall 

 

Camila Maric 

Friday, December 17, 7 pm, 

Forbes Recital Hall 

Join us for Advent! 
 
 

Sunday, December 5th  
Worship with Guest Musicians 

JMU Brass Quintet 

 
 

Sunday, December 12th  
Carols of Christmas 

Lessons & Carols Service with Sanctuary 
Choir, College Chorale, and Guest Musicians 

 
 

Sunday, December 19th  
Worship with music from the 
Otterbein Chancel Ringers  

 
 

Tuesday, December 21st  
Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins 

All are invited! 
1:00 pm  

 
 

Friday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

7:00 pm 



your yard or from a friend or neighbor is always a good 
choice.  If you want a live tree, buy from a local tree farm. 

 
Food 
 Minimize wasting of food by making a shopping list of 

what and how much you need to avoid buying unnecessary 
items that lead to food waste. 

 Store leftovers in glass jars or dishes instead of plastic 
containers. 

 Minimize the use of styrofoam, plastic cups, and other 
disposable paper and plastic products. 

 Opt for paper, cardboard, and glass packaged food and 
avoid single serving plastics. 

 Remember to take your reusable bags with you to grocery 
shop. 

 
Heating 
 When the temperatures dips below your comfort zone, 

reach for a sweater or warm blanket instead of turning up 
the heat.                                                                                                                      

 Remember to run your ceiling fan clockwise on lowest 
speed to circulate the hot air that is trapped near the 
ceiling. 

 
Make this year your most eco-friendly, green Christmas yet. 
The best of the Christmas season comes from the wealth we 
create through relationships to each other and nature - God‘s 

creation. 
 

Betty Redmond 
Creation Care Taskforce 

On Sunday, December 12, the 

Otterbein Choir will present a special 

Christmas Cantata during worship at 

10:30 am.  Following the Cantata, the 

Men’s Fellowship will be offering 

delicious freshly-

baked cinnamon rolls.  These delicious 

treats will be available for a freewill 

donation to the College Choir Scholarship 

Fund.  Watch Adam’s weekly Reflections 

email for important information 

concerning how you can pre-order these 

special treats! 
 

Our monthly Otterbein Men’s Fellowship prayer breakfast 

meetings will resume in January 2022. 
 

For additional information concerning our fellowship, please 

check our website: https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/

united-methodist-men 
 

Leadership/Planning Team: 

Dylan Andrade, Bill Pollard, & Carter Ritchie 

BOOK SALE — 20% OFF !! 
(limited time—December 1-31, 2021) 

 

Just in time for Christmas gift-giving, we are 

offering THEN & NOW: THE HISTORY OF OTTERBEIN 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1894-2020, for the 

reduced price of only $20. This discounted price 

applies to purchases made from December 1 

through 31, 2021. If you have not yet acquired this fact-filled, 

anecdote-enriched book, or you need a distinctive gift for someone 

on your list — act now to realize the savings. 
 

Books are available in the church office, online at 

oumcharrisonburg.org/history, or see Patsy Liskey before worship 

on Sunday mornings. 

https://www.countryliving.com/uk/how-use-less-single-use-plastics-contamination/


Creation Care 
 

“Hanging of the Greens” is a 
traditional service of decorating the 
church for the Advent and Christmas 
season.  This service includes the 

hanging of greenery traditionally associated with everlasting 
life.  You may have participated in such a service in years past.  
The following litany for the service is found in the UMC Book 
of Worship:   
 
                                            Litany of the Greens 
 

How can we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 
the King? 
With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty. 
 
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 
the eternal Christ?  
With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever 
living, ever green. 
  
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 
our Savior?   
With arrangements of holly and ivy, symbolizing His 
passion, death, and resurrection. 
 
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 
the Son of God? 
By hearing again the words of the prophets who 
foretold the saving work of God. 
 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
Glory to God in the highest! 

continued next page... 

This litany is a beautiful reminder of the beauty of God’s 
creation and our responsibility to utilize, manage, protect, and 
defend His creation.  
 
Following are some way to protect God’s creation in the 
Christmas season, minimizing the environmental impact of 
eco-unfriendly decorating and consumerism that comes with 
this season. 
 
Gifts 
 Shop locally to reduce your carbon footprint and support 

the local economy. 
 Buy quality, choosing what will last and avoiding 

non-recyclable plastics.   
 Use your creative skills for homemade gifts. 
 For those who already have all they need, consider 

donating to a cause they care about in their honor. 
 Choose recyclable Christmas wrapping paper or printed 

kraft paper (available at Amazon, Hobby Lobby, Target).   
Reusable gift bags are another good choice, saving the 
ones you 
receive to use next year.  How about colorful cotton fabric 
squares that can be used again?  

 Use natural raffia or raffia ribbon.   
 Avoid rolls of Christmas paper, bows, and ribbon 

containing non-recyclable elements like foil, glitter, or 
plastic.  

 
Decorations 
 Choose LED lights.  They have a longer life span and use less 

energy.  Use a timer so your lights are only on when needed. 
 Stick to decorations that are reusable year after year. If you 

decide not to reuse an item, consider donating it instead of 
trashing it.   

 Greenery and other natural foliage from continued next page... 


