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The Tidings  
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church  
176 West Market Street 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 
Office - (540) 434-7747 
oumcharrisonburg.org 

 
 

Tidings articles are generally due 
by the 15th of each month. 

You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 
 

Sunday Schedule  
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship Service 
 

Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff  
 

Rev. Laura Stratton  
Senior Pastor 

laurastratton@vaumc.org 
 

Melissa Miller  
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Gary Edlind  
Director of Visitation 

 

Colin Cossi 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Dan Curtis  
Organist 

 

Drew Dodson  
Bell Choir Director 

 

Melvin Falls  
Custodian 

 

Bonnie Andrade  
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Laura 

Weekday Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
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For Your Information  

 

¶ Tidings deadline for the September issue is Monday, August 17 by 9 am.  

All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 17
th
. 

Otterbein in Prayer  
David Angier  
Rosalie Bailey  

Gary Billingsley  
Whitney Bradley  

Millie Bruce  
Rev. Louis Carson  
Nissa DõAndrea 

Cliff Davis  
Jo Ellen Dickenson  

Mike Earman  
Samuel & Judi Espinoza  

Zach Fickes  
Mary Ann Glendye  
Mary Ely Griffith  

Ray Griffith  
Richard Holmes  

Fred Hopkins  
Steve Lily  

Chuck Macklin  
Ann Miller  

Maxine Perry  
Bill Pollard  

Judy Pruett  
Ralph & Ann Sebrell  

Brenda Smith  
Dot Swartz  

Carolyn Stroop  
Michelle VanPelt  

Hazel Willi  
Rachel Wenger  
Keith Wright  

Dear Otterbein,  
 

You have been such an important part of our life, from 
when we first walked in the doors in 2002 with a baby and a 

2 year old, to these past few weeks of trying to find the right 
words to thank you for all you have meant to us. You saw 

us in the beginning trying to become good parents and  
trying to be good church members, and blessed us as Adam 
followed his call to Glossbrenner in 2007.   Even then, you 

did not let us go completely - Rinky made sure to invite us 
back to Saturday Night Alive!  
 

Through the mysterious ways of God and the United  

Methodist Church, we were thrilled to return to be with you 
all again in 2014. We have been blessed by your love 
through the mountains and valleys of life. You carried us 

through the difficult season of cancer, and we struggled  
together to re -learn how to be church during the pandemic, 

and afterwards. You witnessed and nurtured us through  
baptisms, confirmations, and graduations. You helped our 
whole family grow in faith and in love and in service, and I 

will treasure all these things in my heart forever. Thank you 
and may God continue to bless you all,  
 

       Christy Blagg  



!Î /ÔÔÅÒÂÅÉÎ 'ÏÏÄÂÙÅ 
 

!ÄÁÍȟ ÆÏÒ Ô×ÅÌÖÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÔ /ÔÔÅÒÂÅÉÎ 
!Ó ÏÕÒ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȟ 

!ÎÄ ×Å ÈÏÐÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇȟ 
)Ô ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȢ 

9ÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÇÏÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇȟ 
3ÏÍÅ ςπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȢ 

7ÅȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ 
!ÎÄ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÇÒÏ×Ȣ 
(ÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ Á ÆÅ× ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ 

3Ï ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȟ 
4ÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ ÕÓ 

7ÁÓ Á ÊÏÙ ÆÏÒ /ÔÔÅÒÂÅÉÎȢ 
7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÍÉÓÓ ÙÏÕÒ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÍÁÒËȟ 
!ÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÖÅÄ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ ÂÉÌÌ 

"Ù ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒËȢ 
9ÏÕ ÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÏÎÓ 
4ÈÁÔ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅȟ 

!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÊÏÇ Ô×Ï ÍÉÌÅÓ 
4Ï ÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅȢ 

9ÏÕȭÖÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÃÉÖÉÃ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ 
4Ï ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÏÌÄȟ 

!ÎÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÃÈÁÐÌÁÉÎ ÁÔ 3ÅÎÔÁÒÁȟ 
9ÏÕȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÃÏÎÓÏÌÅÄȢ 
7Å ËÎÅ× ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 

7ÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅ ×ÁÙÓȟ 
-ÁÙ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÂÅ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ 
)Î ÐÅÁÃÅȟ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÉÓÅȢ 

7ÅȭÖÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÏ ÌÏÎÇ 
)ÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÁÄÉÅÕȟ 
"ÅÓÔ ×ÉÓÈÅÓ ÁÔ #ÁÌÖÁÒÙȟ 

!Ó ÎÅ× ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÙÏÕ ÎÏ× ÐÕÒÓÕÅȢ 
'ÏÏÄÂÙÅ !ÄÁÍ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÙȟ 
/ÕÒ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȟ 

-ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ,ÏÒÄ ÂÌÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ËÅÅÐ ÙÏÕ ÂÏÔÈȟ 
5ÎÔÉÌ ×Å ÍÅÅÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 

 
7ÉÌÍÁ -ÉÔÃÈÅÌÌ 
*ÕÎÅ ρτȟ ςπςφ 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÅÍ 7ÉÌÍÁ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÁÔ !ÄÁÍȭÓ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ υψȢ 

P~µ^ªi« ®rk k|i ~p <~r| ¿Ï µk rk^ª ®rk «®~ª· ~p r~µ 

"|iªkµ ^|i ^|~®rkª is«gs§zk ikgsiki ®~ p~zz~µ <k«¯«Î Prk· rk^ªi 

^f~¯® <k«¯« pª~{ <~r| ®rk *^§®s«®Ï ^|i µrk| ®rk· k|g~¯|®kªki 

<k«¯«Ï ®rk· ^«yki rs{ ^ ©¯k«®s~|Î <k«¯« ^|«µkªkiÏ ê+~{kÏ ^|i 

·~¯ µszz «kkÎë N~Ï ®rk· p~zz~µki <k«¯«Î  
 

 Wk ^ªk s| ^ êg~{k ^|i «kkë {~{k|® s| ~¯ª p^s®r x~¯ª|k·«Î 7 

^{ g~{s|q ®~ ·í̂zzÏ k^qkª ®~ «kk ^|i zk^ª| r~µ <k«¯« s« «r~µs|q 

¯§ ^|i µ~ªys|q ^® B®®kªfks| Q?+ ^|i s| ®rk 6^ªªs«~|f¯ªq 

g~{{¯|s®·Î Yí̂zz ^ªk µkzg~{s|q {kÏ ªk^i· ®~ «kk r~µ 7 µszz Ƒ® s|®~ 

·~¯ª §sg®¯ªkÎ Wk g~{k ®~qk®rkª y|~µs|q ®r^® 5~i s« ®rk ~|k µr~ 

r^« fª~¯qr® ¯« ®~ ®rs« §z^gkÏ ^|i 5~i µszz fk ~¯ª q¯sikÎ 
 

 7 r^´k ^zªk^i· fkk| zk^ª|s|q ^f~¯® ®rk µ~|ikªp¯z 

{s|s«®ªsk« ·~¯ r^´k k|q^qki s| µs®r J^«®~ª "i^{Ï ^|i 7 g^| ®kzz 

5~i s« f¯«· ^® µ~ªy s| ^|i ®rª~¯qr ·í̂zzÎ 7 ^{ qª^®kp¯z ®~ J^«®~ª 

"i^{Ï ®~ NJM+ +r^sª ?syk /^ª{^| ^|i ®rk NJM+ ®k^{Ï ®~ BpƑgk 

?^|^qkª ?kzs««^ ?szzkªÏ ^|i ®rk ªk«® ~p ®rk «®^pp p~ª rkz§s|q {k s| 

®rs« ®ª^|«s®s~| ®s{k ®~ qk® {· fk^ªs|q«Î *¯® 7 ^{ z~~ys|q p~ªµ^ªi 

®~ {kk®s|q ®rk ªk«® ~p ·í̂zz ^|i zk^ª|s|q {~ªkÓ 7 z~~y p~ªµ^ªi ®~ 

zs«®k|s|q ®~ ·~¯ª «®~ªsk«Ï ®~ zk^ª|s|q µr^® ·~¯ z~´k ^f~¯® 5~i ^|i 

B®®kªfks| Q?+Ï ^|i µr^® ·~¯ª r~§k« ^ªk p~ª ~¯ª «r^ªki p¯®¯ªk 

®~qk®rkª s| {s|s«®ª·Î 
 

 Y~¯ ^ªk ^zªk^i· s| {· §ª^·kª«Î 7 ^{ §ª^·s|q p~ª ·í̂zz s| ®rs« 

®s{k ~p ®ª^|«s®s~| ^« ·~¯ «^· q~~if·k ®~ J^«®~ª "i^{Î 7 y|~µ s® s« 

|~® k^«· ®~ «^· q~~if·k ®~ ^ fkz~´ki {s|s«®kªÏ ^|i 7 ^{ qª^®kp¯z 

®r^® ·~¯ ^ªk µszzs|q ®~ ~§k| ·~¯ª rk^ª®« ®~ {k ^|i {· p^{sz·Ï x¯«® 

^« ·~¯ µkzg~{ki J^«®~ª "i^{ ^|i rs« p^{sz·Î 7 ^z«~ ^{ qª^®kp¯z 

p~ª ·~¯ª §ª^·kª« ^« µk ^ªk «k®®zs|q s|®~ ~¯ª |kµ r~{k ^|i s|®~ 

6^ªªs«~|f¯ªqÎ  g~|®s|¯ki |k¶® §^qkÎÎ 



 7 ^z«~ ®r~¯qr® 7íi ®^yk ®rs« {~{k|® ®~ zk® ·í̂zz y|~µ ^ zs®®zk 

fs® ^f~¯® {·«kzpÎ  
 

 7 r^´k fkk| «kª´s|q ^« gzkªq· s| ®rk Q|s®ki ?k®r~is«® 

+r¯ªgr «s|gk À¾¿ÁÎ 7 µ^« ~ªi^s|ki ®k| ·k^ª« ^q~Ï f^gy s| À¾¿ÄÏ 

^|i 7 ^{ k¶gs®ki ®r^® µk ^z«~ ^ªk gkzkfª^®s|q Å¾ ·k^ª« ~p 

µ~{k|í« ~ªis|^®s~| s| ®rk ?k®r~is«® gr¯ªgr ®rs« ·k^ªÓ B®®kªfks| 

Q?+ µszz fk {· ®rsªi ^§§~s|®{k|®Î 7 «§k|® Æ ·k^ª« ^® J^qk Q?+ 

^|i ®rk z^«® Ã ·k^ª« ^® Ng~®®«´szzk Q?+ ĉ ?®Î \s~| Q?+ s| /«{~|®Î  
 

*kp~ªk fkg~{s|q gzkªq·Ï 7 «kª´ki ^« ^ {s|s«®kª ~p {¯«sg s| 

@~ª®rkª| Vsªqs|s^Ï ^|i 7 r^´k §z^·ki §s^|~ s| gr¯ªgr «s|gk ®rk 

ksqr®r qª^ikÎ 7 ^{ k¶gs®ki ®~ µ~ªy µs®r ®rk µ~|ikªp¯z {¯«sgs^|« 

^® B®®kªfks|Ó 
 

7 ^z«~ r^´k ^ rk^ª® p~ª §ªs«~| {s|s«®ª·Ï ^|i 7 µ~ªyki µs®r ®rk 

Q?+ s| M¯««s^ ^p®kª 7 qª^i¯^®ki g~zzkqk s| À¾¾ÅÎ  
 

7 z~´k zk^ª|s|qÏ ^|i ªsqr® |~µÏ 7 k«§kgs^zz· k|x~· zs«®k|s|q ®~ 

Prk *sfzk Jª~xkg® §~ig^«®«Î  
 

B¯®«sik ~p gr¯ªgrÏ 7 k|x~· ªk^is|q ^|i gª~grk®s|q f^«sg 

§ª~xkg®«Î 7 iªs|y ®~~ {¯gr ®k^Ï ^|i {· g¯ªªk|® p^´~ªs®k s« 6^ª|k· ĉ 

N~|í« 6~® +s||^{~| N§sgk ®k^Ï ®r~¯qr 7 qk|kª^zz· k|x~· ^zz ys|i« 

~p ®k^Ï k¶gk§® ®r~«k µs®r ^ ƒ~ª^z ƒ^´~ªÎ ?· p^{sz· ^|i 7 ^ªk fsq 

p^|« ~p ®rk W^«rs|q®~| «§~ª®« ®k^{«Ï §ªs{^ªsz· ®rk W^«rs|q®~| 

+^§s®^z« ^|i ®rk W^«rs|q®~| @^®s~|^z«Î  
 

7 z~~y p~ªµ^ªi ®~ «r^ªs|q {· g^zz «®~ª· µs®r ·í̂zz s| {· Ƒª«® 

«kª{~|Ï ^|i ®rk| 7 µszz «§k|i «~{k ®s{k ®rs« «¯{{kª s| µ~ª«rs§ 

«r^ªs|q ^ pkµ ~p {· p^´~ªs®k ®rs|q« ^f~¯® 5~i ^|i ~¯ª p^s®rÎ  
 

Pr^|y« fk ®~ 5~i p~ª B®®kªfks| Q?+ ^|i p~ª ~¯ª {s|s«®ª· 

®~qk®rkªÓ 

 

     7| +rªs«®Ï 

     Pastor Laura 

ČŌƇĿƚƏŌΩϔ©ŌǴϔ§ŌƏľŌǀǈΫ 
 

AǜǀűƑťϔǴƚǀǈŬűƽϔƚƑϔ§ģǺϔ͈͆ΩϔǴŌϔǴŌƇĿƚƏŌņϔ
kǈģģĿϔ~űťŬǔŤƚƚǔϔČűƇǈƚƑϔǔŬǀƚǜťŬϔľģƽǔűǈƏήϔ
kǈģģĿϔűǈϔǔŬŌϔǈƚƑϔƚŤϔàŬģǴƑϔģƑņϔ§ģǀűƚƑ 
ČűƇǈƚƑΩϔģƑņϔǔŬŌϔťǀģƑņǈƚƑϔƚŤϔ|ŌƑǔϔģƑņ 
|ŌǈǔűƑģϔ:ģǀƑŌģƇήϔČŌϔģƇǈƚϔǀŌĿŌűǳŌņϔzƚŌϔģƑņϔ
_űƑƑǺϔČŬűǔŌŬűƇƇϔľǺϔǔǀģƑǈŤŌǀϔƚŤϔƏŌƏľŌǀǈŬűƽϔǔƚϔ²ǔǔŌǀľŌűƑή 
 
²Ƒϔ§ģǺϔ͇ͅΩϔǴŌϔĿŌƇŌľǀģǔŌņϔǔŬŌϔľģƽǔűǈƏϔƚŤϔAűģƑŌϔ~ǺƑƑϔØűǔĿŬűŌΩ 
ģǈϔǴŌƇƇϔģǈϔ:ƚǀģϔàǜǈģƑƑģϔàŬƚǔǴŌƇƇΩϔņģǜťŬǔŌǀϔƚŤϔàǔǜģǀǔϔģƑņϔ
~ŌűťŬϔàŬƚǔǴŌƇƇήϔkƑϔģņņűǔűƚƑΩϔàģƏǜŌƇϔ ģǀƚƑϔ§ģƇģľģņϔǔƚƚƄϔŬűǈϔ
ĿƚƑȗǀƏģǔűƚƑϔǳƚǴǈήϔàģƏǜŌƇϔűǈϔǔŬŌϔǈƚƑϔƚŤϔÕģǜƇϔģƑņϔ§ŌƇűǈǈģ 
§ģƇģľģņΩϔģƑņϔǔŬŌϔťǀģƑņǈƚƑϔƚŤϔ§ģǀǺƇŌŌϔfǜȔƏģƑή 
 
kǔϔűǈϔǴűǔŬϔƁƚǺϔģƑņϔǔŬģƑƄǈťűǳűƑťϔǔŬģǔϔǴŌϔǴŌƇĿƚƏŌϔǔŬŌƏϔģƇƇϔģǈϔ
ƏŌƏľŌǀǈϔƚŤϔǔŬŌϔŤģƏűƇǺϔƚŤϔ:ŬǀűǈǔΩϔģƑņϔǔƚϔǔŬŌϔŤŌƇƇƚǴǈŬűƽϔƚŤ 
²ǔǔŌǀľŌűƑϔô§:ή 

Words are inadequate to express 

the great joy I and my family  

experienced June 14 th  as we 

celebrated together our years of 

ministry together.   Your outpouring 

of love was evident in each thank 

you, gift, and parting embrace.   We 

will always think fondly of our time 

at Otterbein and cherish the connectional nature of being 

United Methodists which will allow us to continue to be 

connected, albeit in a different way.  We are especially 

thankful for the lovely gifts and Christy and I are looking 

forward to a fall trip to Savanah!   Until we meet again, may 

God hold you in the palm of his hand.   

       Adam Blagg  



From the Staff Parish Relations Committee:  
 

Rev. Laura Stratton will be received at Otterbein as 

our pastor during Worship on July 5th.  On Sunday, July 

12th following Worship we will have a welcome lunch for 

Pastor Laura and her family.  The Hospitality Team will 

provide fried chicken and beverages, and they request 

you bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share.  

Please make plans to help welcome the Stratton family! 

Weekday Religious Education 

Christian Education Employment Opportunity 

 

Weekday Religious Education (WRE) is seeking 

Classroom Assistants for several Elementary schools: 

Elkton, John C. Myers, McGaheysville, Mountain View, and River Bend.  These 

are all schools traditionally requiring walkers to assist in transporting students 

to and from the WRE building.  This is a part-time, paid position teaching Bible 

classes for 2
nd
²4

th
 grade students during school hours. 

 

To find out more or to obtain an application, please call the WRE office at 

540-438-9997 or 540-908-1964, or by email, 

WRERocks1929@gmail.com. 

United Women in Faith  seeks to  

connect and nurture women through 

Christian spiritual formation,  

leadership development, creative  

fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,  influence,  

and impact local and global communities.  

 

Greetings, sisters in faith!  
 

Otterbein, with your help and donations, we packed 72  
hygiene kits and 50 feminine hygiene kits, for a total of 122 

kits!  All were taken to Vision of Hope UMC to be delivered to 
the UMCOR hub in Pennsylvania with kits prepared by our 

Shenandoah River District churches.  
 

Our toothpaste for Kingsway Ministries resulted in 42 tubes of 
toothpaste for their collection.  We will promote this again in 

the fall. Thank you from Kingsway!  
 

Enjoy the days of summer with friends and family, giving 
thanks for the beauty of Godõs good creation! The next book 

for our Reading Program discussion is Seventy Times Seven 
by Alex Mar . We will meet Tuesday, August 11 at 11 am for 

our regular meeting followed by the book discussion . More  
information will be given later. Questions? Call me!  
 

Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon usé 
Psalm 90:17  

 

      Grace & Peace,  
      Pat Wingert  
 

Celebrating Kits for Conference  
 

The Shenandoah River District is heading into Annual  

Conference with something to celebrate. Thanks to the  
dedication and faithfulness of our churches, the district  

contributed 157 buckets, 2,360 health kits, and 176 feminine 
hygiene kits, totaling more than 2,500 kits that will go to  

people who need them most.  
 

A special  thank you  to the volunteers who helped with  
loading across the Conference. This is the connectional 

church at its best.  



Otterbein UMM News  
 

Otterbein United Methodist 

Menõs Sunday is scheduled for 

August 23 at 10:30 am  during 

the Morning Worship service.  

Shenandoah River District Superintendent  

Rev. Kyungsuk Cho  will bring an inspiring message.  

The Menõs Choir are making plans to sing.  All men 

are invited to come and sing, no experience needed!  Mark your 

calendar and plan to be present for this special service. 
 

Our on-going service project this year to collect canned food 

donations for the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank continues to go well.  

On the first Sunday of each month in 2026 , colorful collection 

buckets at the front of the church and near the breezeway are 

available for your donations. Our second mile giving project has 

concluded. Over 300 pounds of dried beans and rice were collected 

in support of the Waterman Elementary School backpack program 

organized by Community Mennonite Church. Your amazing 

donations provided many Waterman School families with food for 

the weekends. Thank you for your continued support of these community 

projects.  
 

The regular Saturday meetings through the rest 

of the summer months will be June 27, July 25, 

and August 22 .  We meet in Memorial Hall 

at the church beginning at 7:30 am .   Breakfast is 

provided each meeting. Our short business 

meeting is concluded with devotions and group and individual 

prayers. An RSVP to Bill Pollard (pollard716@gmail.com or 540-421-

3256 text) on the Wednesday before each meeting is appreciated! 
 

For additional information concerning our fellowship, please check 

our website https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-

men 
 

Leadership/Planning Team: 

Mike Earman 

Bill Pollard 

Carter Ritchie  

Creation: The Four Seasons 
 

In the beginning God created nature 
for a special reason, 

and in order for man to accomplish 
His plan, there had to be a season. 

 
Springtime comes with budding, 
when nature is renewed. 

The farmers plow and plant their crops, 
providing us with food. 

 
Summer brings vacation, 
as we smolder in the heat. 
The crops are being harvested 
and prepared for all to eat. 

 
Fall brings frosty mornings 

and leaves come floating down. 
Itõs time to rake and mulch, 
replenishing the ground. 

 
Winterõs freezing weather, 

and snow covers valleys and hills, 
provide the fields with moisture, 

and children with laughter and thrills. 
 

Spring and Summer, 
Winter and Fall, 

These are the four seasons 
and God made them all. 

 
òAnd God saw that it was good.ó 

Please be ògoodó stewards to your neighborhood. 
 

Wilma Mitchell 
 

òYou observe days and months and seasons and years.ó 
Galatians 4:10 

mailto:pollard716@gmail.com
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men


Ways to Enjoy Your Summer  
 

On July 4 th, our nation will  
celebrate the 250 th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence.  On July 4, 1776, Thomas Jefferson  
�Q�R�W�H�G���L�Q���K�L�V���´�:�H�D�W�K�H�U���0�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P���%�R�R�N�V�µ���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
weather was cloudy and the temperature 76 �£F.  What 
will the weather be on July 4, 2026?  
 

 July 4th and summer bring hiking, picnics and 
cookouts, as well as outdoor camping.  Keep cold 
foods cold and hot foods hot, watch for ticks, and 
avoid mosquitoes and snakes if possible!  
 

 July and August are usually the hottest months, 
so protect yourself from sunburn and heat exhaustion 
by wearing sunscreen of SPF 15 or higher, a  
wide -brimmed hat, sunglasses, and light colored  
clothing.  If you do get a bad sunburn, apple cider  
vinegar will take the red out.  We always took vinegar 
to the beach.  Never leave a child, older person, or pet 
in a parked vehicle with or without windows open.  
Drink plenty of liquids and reduce your protein intake.  
Air conditioning is your best friend.  
 

 Heat is the top weather -related killer, causing 
more fatalities than lightening, tornadoes, and  
hurricanes combined.  
 

Stay safe and have a great summer!  
Happy 250 th birthday to our country on July 4 th! 

 

The Creation Care Taskforce  

Read a Chapter a Day: 2026 
 

Galatians, Ephesians, 

1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, 

Titus, Philemon 

 

September 8 - October 19, 2026 

 

 Since 2024, UMC Discipleship Ministries have been inviting 

people to join them in reading a chapter of scripture every day for a 

season. This year, they are continuing with the previous readings that 

ended in 2 Corinthians and moving through the New Testament to 

read more of the apostle Paul's letters. They will start in Galatians and 

read through Philemon. There are forty-two chapters, so the Read a 

Chapter a Day journey will take forty -two days, six weeks. The 

reading plan is designed for everyone�³ both new and mature 

believers�³ who wants to engage with scripture daily. A weekly Bible 

study component offers deeper reflection and group discussions. 

 

 To find out more about the initiative and sign up to be added 

to the email list to receive the reading plan, small-group discussion 

questions, and a guide for reading scripture as a daily practice, visit 

https://tinyurl.com/ReadAChapterADay. 

 

Why Read a Chapter a Day? 

 

Cultivating a daily habit of reading scripture invites us deeper into 

relationship with God.  Specifically, reading regularly: 

 

¶ Shapes our imagination with the stories of humanity, faithfulness, 

�D�Q�G���*�R�G�·�V���U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�Y�H���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���-�H�V�X�V�� 

¶ Connects us to people of the past and to Christians around the 

world for whom Scripture is our common Story.  

¶ Provides a practice in which we can cultivate awareness of the 

�+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�·�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���Y�R�L�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�D�G�H�U���K�H�D�U�H�U�� 

¶ Inspires, instructs, shapes, and challenges individuals and 

communities who engage it to grow up into maturing as a 

follower of Jesus. 

¶ And more! The Holy Spirit grows us in new ways as we read the 

Bible. 


