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The Tidings
Otterbein United Methodist
Church

176 West Market Street
Harrisonburg VA 22801

Our Staff

Rev. Laura Stratton

Senior Pastor
laurastratton@vaumc.org

Melissa Miller

Office Manager
oumcadm@hotmail.com

Gary Edlind
Director of Visitation

Office- (540) 4347747
oumcharrisonburg.org

Tidingsarticles are generally due
by the 1% of each month. . .

You may either bring articlesto __ colinCossi

the church office or email them Director of Music Ministries
to oumcadm@hotmail.com oumcmusic@hotmail.com

Dan Curtis

Sunday Schedule Organist

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service

Drew Dodson
Bell Choir Director

Melvin Falls

Please check the calendar for .
Custodian

times of regular and special

events. Bonnie Andrade

Treasurer
oumctreasurer@hotmail.com

Office: 5404347747
x200 for Melissa
x201 for Laura

Weekday Office Hours
Monday- Thursday: ®0 am - 3:00 pm
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Otterbein in Prayer

Zach Fickes
Mary Ann Glendye
Mary Ely Griffith
Ray Giriffith

David Angier

Rosalie Bailey
Gary Billingsley
Whitney Bradley

Judy Pruett
Ralph & Ann Sebrell
Brenda Smith
Dot Swartz

Millie Bruce Richard Holmes Carolyn Stroop
Rev. Louis Carson Fred Hopkins Michelle VanPelt
Ni ssa DO6ANndr ea Stevelily Hazel Willi
Cliff Davis Chuck Macklin Rachel Wenger
Jo Ellen Dickenson Ann Miller Keith Wright
Mike Earman Maxine Perry
: Samuel & Judi Espinoza Bill Pollard

Dear Otterbein,

You have been such an important part of our life, from

when we first walked in the doors in 2002 with a baby and a

2 year old, to these past few weeks of trying to find the right
words to thank you for all you have meant to us. You saw

us in the beginning trying to become good parents and

trying to be good church members, and blessed us as Adam
followed his call to Glossbrenner in 2007. Even then, you
did not let us go completely - Rinky made sure to invite us
back to Saturday Night Alive!

Through the mysterious ways of God and the United
Methodist Church, we were thrilled to return to be with you
all again in 2014. We have been blessed by your love
through the mountains and valleys of life. You carried us
through the difficult season of cancer, and we struggled
together to re -learn how to be church during the pandemic,
and afterwards. You witnessed and nurtured us through
baptisms, confirmations, and graduations. You helped our
whole family grow in faith and in love and in service, and |
will treasure all these things in my heart forever. Thank you
and may God continue to bless you all,

Christy Blagg

i For Your Information

" Tidingsdeadline for the Septemberissue isMonday, August 17 by 9 am.
i All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the
. Tidings Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church
' office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 17t. :
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Words are inadequate to express
the great joy | and my family
experienced June 14 th as we
celebrated together our years of
ministry together.  Your outpouring
of love was evident in each thank
you, gift, and parting embrace.
will always think fondly of our time
i at Otterbein and cherish the connectional nature of being

: United Methodists which will allow us to continue to be
iconnected, albeit in a different way. We are especially
ithankful for the lovely gifts and Christy and | are looking

. forward to a fall trip to Savanah! Until we meet again, may
iGod hold you in the palm of his hand.

; Adam Blagg

We
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From the Staff Parish Relations Commiit

Rev. Laura Stratton will be received at Otterlo®n ¢
our pastor during Worship on”llu@rSunday, J

12 following Worship we will iwadeome lurich £
Pastor Laura and her family. The Hospitality Fear
provide fried chicken and beverages, and theygeq
youbring your favorite side dish or dessert to Shar
Please make plans to help welcome the Strallg‘u fe

[efofefefefefofefefofefofefofofefofef o] ]

ole1-1.1-1.1.3-1.1.3.1.1.

Clothes Closet could use
Men's and Children's clothing AND white socks.

Please NO women s clothing. THANKS 1!

Weekday Religious Education

“l\ Christian Education Employment Opportul

Weekday Religious Education (WRE) is sgek
Classroom Assistéortseveral Elementary schc
Elkton, John C. Myers, McGaheysville, Mountain View, and F
are all schools traditionally requiring walkers to assist in tran:
to and from the WRE building. TFhisies pgpanposition teachjng
classes fdi¥24" grade students during school hours.

)
=

To find out more or to obtain an application, please call th
540-438-9997 or 54®08-1964, or by email,
WRERo0cks1929@gmail.com.

' United United Women in Faith seeks to
- connect and nurture women through
Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development, creative
fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence,
and impact local and global communities.

-, - Women
; '@ in Faith

' Greetings, sisters in faith!

' Otterbein, with your help and donations, we packed 72

' hygiene kits and 50 feminine hygiene kits, for a total of 122
'kits! All were taken to Vision of Hope UMC to be delivered to
' the UMCOR hub in Pennsylvania with kits prepared by our

' Shenandoah River District churches.

‘our toothpaste for Kingsway Ministries resulted in 42 tubes of
' toothpaste for their collection. We will promote this again in
i the fall. Thank you from Kingsway!

' Enjoy the days of summer with friends and family, giving

't hanks for the beauty of Godos
for our Reading Program discussion is Seventy Times Seven
by Alex Mar . We will meet Tuesday, August 11 at 11 am for
rour regular meeting followed by the book discussion . More
information will be given later. Questions? Call me!

«
(@)

Let the beauty of the Lord o
Psalm 90:17

Grace & Peace,
Pat Wingert

' Celebrating Kits for Conference

iThe Shenandoah River District is heading into Annual

' Conference with something to celebrate. Thanks to the

' dedication and faithfulness of our churches, the district

' contributed 157 buckets, 2,360 health kits, and 176 feminine
hygiene kits, totaling more than 2,500 kits that will go to

' people who need them most.

EA special thank you to the volunteers who helped with
‘loading across the Conference. This is the connectional
i church at its best.

D il S

-



Otterbein UMM News

Otterbein United Methodist 5
wMenC)s Sunday i ¥ D"S 2

unireo memonistven. Aygust 23 at 10:30 am during @

the Morning Worship service. fll";l""lm

Shenandoah River District Superintendent
Rev. Kyungsuk Cho will bring an inspiring messag;
The Mendés Choir are making pl
are invited to come and singp experience neetlddark your
calendar and plan to be present for this special service.

Our on-going service project this year to collect canned fo
donations for the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank continues to go wg
On the first Sunday of each month in 2026 , colorful collection
buckets at the front of the church and near the breezeway are
available for your donations. Our second mile giving project has
concluded. Over 300 pounds of dried beans and rice were colleg

in support of the Waterman Elementary School backpack program

organized by Community Mennonite Church. Yamazing

donations provided many Waterman School families with food fﬂ:

the weekendsThank you for your continued support of these co
projects.

: The regular Saturday meetings through the res
! Join Us For of the summer months will bdune 27, July 25,
‘_. Breakfast and August 22 . We meet inMemorial Hall
at the church beginning &30 am. Breakfast i
provided each meeting. Our short business
meeting is concluded with devotions and group and individual
prayers. An RSVP to Bill Pollangoflard716@gmail.corar 540-421-
3256 text) on theWednesday befoeach meeting is appreciated!

For additional information concerning our fellowship, please che
our websitehttps://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/unitadethodist
men

Leadership/Planning Team
Mike Earman

Bill Pollard

Carter Ritchie
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Creation: The Four Se
God <cr ea
reasaon,
ma n t o c

had to b

I n the beginning

for a speci al
and in order for
Hi s plan, there

Springtime comes with bu
when nature i s renewed
farmers plow and pl an
providing us with

The

Summer b
as we s mol
The S
and p

AAnd God saw théat it
Pl easigpo bt ewards t o your nei

Wil ma Mitchell

oYou observe days and mont hs

Gal atians 4: 10
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O6000006006000000606060660BE® Read a Chapter a Day: 2026

Ways to Enjoy Your Summer

B

Galatians, Ephesians,
1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy,
Titus, Philemon

U

On July 4t our nation will
celebrate the 250 t anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of

B

September 8- October 19, 2026

2z Independence. On July 4, 1776, Thomas Jefferson | Since 2024, UMC Discipleship Ministries have been inviting
»%;2;[ QRWHG LQ KLV ":HDWKHU OHPRUDQGXP % ipeople to join them in reading a chapter of scripture every day for a
weather was cloudy and the temperature 76 £. What | season. This year, they are continuing with the previous readings that|
@ will the weather be on July 4, 20267 lended in 2 Corinthians and moving through the New Testament to j
! read more of the apostle Paul's letters. They will start in Galatians and
@ July 4t and summer bring hiking, picnics and 'read through Philemon. There are forty-two chapters, so the Read a |
@ cookouts, as well as outdoor camping. Keep cold : Chapter a Dayjourney will take forty -two days, six weeks. The
~ foods cold and hot foods hot, watch for ticks, and Ireading plan is designed for everyone® both new and mature
' bellevers3 who wants to engage with scripture daily. A weekly Bible

. avoid mosquitoes and snakes if possible!
study component offers deeper reflection and group discussions.

July and August are usually the hottest months,
so protect yourself from sunburn and heat exhaustion
2 by wearing sunscreen of SPF 15 or higher, a
= wide -brimmed hat, sunglasses, and light colored
clothlng If you do get a bad sunburn, apple cider
vinegar will take the red out. We always took vinegar EWhY Read a Chapter a Day?

=, to the beach. Never leave a child, older person, or pet i Cultivating a daily habit of reading scripture invites us deeper into
in a parked vehicle with or without windows open. | relationship with God. Specifically, reading regularly:

Dr|nk plenty of liquids and reduce your protein intake. |4 Shapes our imagination with the stories of humanity, faithfulness, I
Alrcondltlonlng|syourbestfr|end ! DQG *RG-V UHGHPSWLYH SODQ IRU WKH IZF

! .. |
Heat is the top weather -related killer, causing iﬂ Connects us to people of f[he past and to Christians around the i
world for whom Scripture is our common Story. :

more fatalities than lightening, tornadoes, and i

' To find out more about the initiative and sign up to be added

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
to the email list to receive the reading plan, smallgroup discussion !
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

jr—

@@e®

questlons and a guide for reading scripture as a daily practice, visit
https /ltinyurl.com/ReadAChapterADay .

@@@@@@@

‘.r

@€

. hurricanes combined | 1 Provides a practice in which we can cultivate awareness of the
& : | +RO\ 6SLULW:-V FRQWLQXLQJ YRLFH LQ V}/K
@ Stay safe and have a great summer! |‘|1 Inspires, instructs, shapes, and challenges individuals and |
®& Happy 250 t birthday to our country on July 4 ! ! communities who engage it to grow up into maturing as a !
& ! follower of Jesus. i
The Creation Care Taskforce :‘ﬂ Ar;)oll more! The Holy Spirit grows us in new ways as we read the |

! Bible. |



