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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
Not meeting at this time. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Warren 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the July/August 2022 issue is Wednesday, June 15 

by 3 pm.  All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit ar-

ticles for the Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to 

the church office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by 

the 15
h
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

United Women in 

Faith (UMW) News 
 

We will not meet in June. 
 

UMW Day at Ferrum College on June 4 has been cancelled. 
 

The UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference is on Saturday, June 11 

at 10 am on Zoom. 
 

There will not be any meetings this summer.  Please watch the 

Tidings for upcoming events. 
 

Have a nice summer. 

Susie Ayala 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 
Rev. Louis Carson 

Fern Cline 

Charlie Davis 

Cliff & Jean Davis 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Amber Earman 
Mike Earman 

Nancy East 

Dave Elliot 

Dennis Gaines 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Laura Headlee 
Norma Heath 

Hunter Hensley 

Dot Jones 

Janet Liskey 

Allen Litten 

Marion Malabad 
Allene McCoy 

Becky Morlan 

Eugene Moyers 

Mary Jo Mitchell 

George & Betty Painter 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 
Mary Ellen Rohrbaugh 

Kay Schaefer 

Becky Smith 

Juanita Taylor 

Martha Taylor 

Daisy Van Pelt 
Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 



United Women in Faith 
Mission Encounter 2022 

 
"Who Can We Be Together? Building 

Communities of Hope and Joy" is the 
theme of this year's Mission Encounter.  God's desire is for us to 
build communities of hope and joy. 
 

Please join us virtually on Thursday evenings starting June 30th 
for Mission Encounter as we reflect on a broader vision of the 
community Jesus is calling us to be.  This year as we study Luke 13, 
we are in the midst of a devastating pandemic, a divisive political 
climate, unaddressed systemic racism, ecological crises, and 
economic turmoil.  We can turn to the stories of Jesus that have 
anchored Christian communities for two millennia. 
 

Our newly designed Mission Encounter 2022 is for everyone and 
will focus on Luke 13.  It is possible for us to minister to the needs 
of our communities in various ways as Jesus did.  For more 
information and to register, please visit:  https://vaumc.org/me/?
msclkid=d0c11dc5d08511ec81f31a6eeed2d5e3  

Just Neighbors provides 

high-quality immigration legal 

services to low-income 

immigrants, asylees, and refugees in Virginia, Maryland, and 

Washington, DC.  Just Neighbors serves clients in and around 

Harrisonburg through a partnership with the Harrisonburg District UMC.  

Volunteers are vital to the work we do. 
 

Just Neighbors holds a legal clinic the second Wednesday (evenings) 

of every month starting in June at Asbury UMC.  Volunteers provide 

hospitality and assist staff attorneys to screen clients and prepare their 

immigration applications.  Training for new volunteers is held thirty 

minutes before the clinic starts and no additional time is required after 

the clinic concludes.  No specialized experience needed.  Please contact 

Tori Andrea Babington at tori@justneighbors.org for more information 

about volunteering or requesting a presentation. 

 We are slowly moving back into some of the more normal 

routines of church life.  Worship feels familiar again, even if we 

have adapted and changed some of the things we do.  By the 

time you read this, we will have hosted a few meals together in 

Memorial Hall.  Even with cases of Covid still present in our 

community, we are adjusting to new patterns while still 

remaining safe.  One of the things we by necessity were not 

able to do was to be as engaged with people face-to-face as 

we might have liked over the past two years.  While I did 

maintain some contact with people after the initial wave of the 

pandemic receded, my visitation was severely limited.  Since the 

first of the year that has resumed a more normal routine.  While 

each of the retirement communities and rehabilitation centers 

have their own protocols, all of them allow me access without 

too many complications.  
 

 As United Methodist, we believe that being present with 

people is important, not only in worship but just in the normal 

routines of life.  Over the years we have embodied this through 

connections with Industrial and Commercial Ministry (ICM), the 

work of the Congregational Care team, Visitation Pastors, and 

simply informal visitation by members of the congregation.  The 

pandemic made many of those routines hard to maintain.  Was 

it safe?  Were we able to actually gain access to certain 

locations?  Do we wear masks?  Who was vaccinated?  All of 

these were valid reasons to curtail some of our normal practices 

and we found creative work-arounds.  Some of those were 

good, some a challenging necessity.  As we enter into the 

summer months when some routines slow down, I think this is a 

good time for each of us to look closer to continued next page... 

mailto:tori@justneighbors.org


the connections we have let slip.  Let’s spend some energy 

these next few months reconnecting with people we’ve not 

seen in a while.  Make a phone call or two, arrange a visit, 

catch up on life.  Not sure who would appreciate a visit?  Give 

me a call and I’ll help get you connected.    
 

      Adam 

College Chorale Update 
 

 On Sunday, May 8th, we celebrated College Chorale 
Recognition Sunday in our morning service.  It was a time of 

worship filled with music and reflection by our senior chorale 
members. If you were unable to attend, we presented 
name-engraved United Methodist Hymnals, signed by our choir 
members, to graduating seniors Caitlyn Higgins, Camila Maric, 
and Ricky Goodwyn, Jr.  In addition, they each received a 
senior gift check from the church to thank them for their faithful 
service and help them toward their future endeavors.  Seniors 
shared the next steps of their journey with the congregation as 
they reflected on their time at Otterbein and thanked the 
congregation for their support. 
 

 Caitlyn Higgins sang with the College Chorale for one 
year.  She graduated from JMU with a degree in Vocal Music 
Education.  Caitlyn will begin her teaching career as an 
elementary music teacher this fall and is hoping to find a 
position here in the Harrisonburg area.  Camila Maric was a 
part of the OUMC College Chorale Scholarship Program for three 
years.  Camila graduated from JMU with a Bachelor of Music 
degree in Vocal Performance.  Camila is moving to Philadelphia 
this summer and will be looking for professional singing 
opportunities in the Philadelphia, Washington D.C., and NYC 

areas.  Ricky Goodwyn, Jr. began singing in our College Chorale 
as a freshman and is the first College Chorale member to serve 
Otterbein all four years of their JMU undergraduate career. Ricky 
has been accepted into the graduate program of the JMU School 
of Music.  He will be working toward a double major master's 
degree in Vocal Performance and Choral Conducting. 
 

 Many thanks to the members of Otterbein for your 
continued support of the OUMC College Chorale program.  Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated and keep this valuable 
program thriving. 

 Pancake Brunch Successful! 
 

The Otterbein Men’s Fellowship, along with 

youth of the church, served some very hungry 

people at the Pancake Brunch on Sunday, May 22 

after worship.  This marks the first time since the 

start of the pandemic that there has been a large 

group in Memorial Hall for an in-person, church-planned meal.  As a result 

of many generous donations, a substantial monetary donation went to the 

College Chorale Scholarship Fund.  Many thanks to those who gave 

of their time, resources, and energy for this meal.  Special thanks go to the 

youth who served pancake platters.  We appreciate the wonderful help 

they provided.  
 

Looking ahead, make plans to attend a special Worship Service on August 

28 for United Methodist Men’s Sunday.  Special speaker will be 

the Rev. Tom Murphy and the Men’s Choir is making plans to offer 

messages in song.   
 

Otterbein Prayer Breakfast dates for the next several months are June 

25, July 23, and August 27.  Meetings are on Saturdays beginning at 

7:30 am and will be held at Thomas House Restaurant in Dayton.  

Breakfast is followed by a short business meeting, concluding with a time 

of devotions and prayer.  Please consider this your special invitation to join 

our fellowship!  And bring a friend! 
 

Check the website below for additional meeting and event dates in 2022. 

Want to know more?  Contact any member of our 

planning team:  Mike Earman, Bill Pollard, or Carter 

Ritchie, or check our website:  https://

www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men  

A big THANK YOU to everyone who 
made Hygiene and School Kits, brought 

canned food for the Blue Ridge Area 
Food Bank, contributed to the 

“Cleaning Bucket Fund” and Annual 
Conference Offering, made monetary donations, packed 

kits and cans, or helped in any way.  Actual figures 
will be printed in the July/August Tidings. 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men

