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The Tidings 
Otterbein United Methodist 

Church 
176 West Market Street 

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 

Office - (540) 434-7747 
Fax - (540) 433-4018 

oumcharrisonburg.org 
Prayer Ministry - (540) 434-7745 

 
Tidings articles are due by the 

15th of each month. 
You may either bring articles to 
the church office or email them 

to oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Saturday Night Alive 
Not meeting at this time. 

 
Sunday Schedule 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 

 
Please check the calendar for 
times of regular and special 

events. 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. Adam Blagg 
Senior Pastor 

oumcpastor@hotmail.com 
 

Sandy Schaefer 
Director of Music Ministries 
oumcmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Melissa Miller 
Office Manager 

oumcadm@hotmail.com 
 

Judy Falls 
Custodian 

 

Dawn Warren 
Treasurer 

oumctreasurer@hotmail.com 
 

Office: 540-434-7747 
 x200 for Melissa 
 x201  for Adam 
 x203 for Dawn 
 x204 for Sandy 
 x207 for Judy 

Weekday Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?  You 
can find us at facebook.com/OUMCHarrisonburg or 
through the link on our website.  Please check out 

our page and share with your friends! 

For Your Information 

 

 Tidings deadline for the June 2022 issue is Monday, April 16 by 9 am.  

All groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the 

Tidings.  Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church 

office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 16
th
. 

 

 Prayer Line Ministry:  Call 434-7745 anytime (day or night) to hear a 

prayer to encourage and give you support.  To leave a prayer request: 

listen to the prayer, then follow the prompts to leave your request or 

words of praise. 

Otterbein in Prayer 

Cans for Conference Food Drive 
 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the 

Food Drive.  The drive will continue through Sunday, 

May 22.  See the April Tidings for more details. 

Susie Ayala 

Gary Billingsley 

Millie Bruce 
Rev. Louis Carson 

Fern Cline 

Cliff & Jean Davis 

Jo Ellen Dickenson 

Mike Earman 

Nancy East 
Dennis Gaines 

Ed Gaines 

Mindi Griffith 

Ray & Audrey Griffith 

Doris Hanger 

Laura Headlee 

Norma Heath 
Hunter Hensley 

Dot Jones 

Janet Liskey 

Keith Liskey 

Allen Litten 

Marion Malabad 
Allene McCoy 

Becky Morlan 

Betty Miller 

Mary Jo Mitchell 

George & Betty Painter 

Judy Pruett 

Don & Bonnie Rohr 
Mary Ellen Rohrbaugh 

Becky Smith 

Scott Stephens 

Juanita Taylor 

Martha Taylor 

Daisy Van Pelt 
Dawn Warren 

Keith & Sharon Waters 

Mary Wenger 

Many Thanks to my church family for the cards 
and phone calls.  They were a bright spot in my 

day.  Your thoughtfulness is so appreciated. 
~ Ann Dellinger ~ 

 
Thank you, church family, for praying for Mary Jo and myself 
during Mary Jo’s health problems and this trying time.  Thanks 

also for the cards, food, phone calls, and visits to Mary Jo. 
God bless you all.  Thank you so much. 

~ Art & Mary Jo Mitchell ~ 



United Women in 

Faith (UMW) News 
 

The United Methodist Women has 

changed its name to United Women in Faith.  The name 

change is optional.  All checks to local, district, and conference 

groups should continue to be made payable to United Methodist 

Women.  Barbara Phillips, Harrisonburg District UMW President, 

writes in the UMW District Newsletter: 

“As we face new beginnings of the Spring, we are now to be 

known as “United Women in Faith.”  We know we are the 

same women, with the same love, purpose, vision, and 

servant hood for others.  As we face the unknown future, we 

have the assurance that God is with us.  When we trust and 

believe, we gain the courage to continue our mission efforts.  

Together we are truly vessels of God’s light and hope.” 

 

The UMW will meet Tuesday, May 10 at 10:00 am in Room 

204 for our “Candle Burning” meeting. 

 

The United Women in Faith VA Conference Spiritual Life Retreat 

will take place Saturday, May 14 virtually via Zoom from 9 am—

12:30 pm.  Rev. Jessie Squires Colwell will be the keynote speaker 

and Yvette Richard, past UMW President, will share insights on 

the “Women United in Faith” change.  Participants are asked to 

complete their “River of Life” story and have communion elements 

available as they participate in virtual communion during closing 

worship.  To register, visit https://www.vaumw.com/events/

spiritual-life-retreat.  

 

On Tuesday, May 19 the District UWM Executive 

Committee will meet with Unit Presidents at 6:30 pm at 

Mission Central.  Dinner will be served. 

 

May 20-22 is the UMW Assembly in Orlando, FL. 

 May is the time where we always see a transition in our worship life 

at Otterbein: our College Chorale members wrap up their semester and 

head off to other places.  For the large majority of those who have been a 

part of this program, the immediate area is not home for them, so once 

summer comes, they disperse to any number of different locations.  We will 

miss their voices and presence in our life together, knowing that some will 

return for another year of being with us and that some will graduate and 

move on to the next phase of their lives.    

 It is tempting to view the College Chorale as a nice addition to our 

music program, enhancing our weekly worship and supporting the music 

education at JMU.  While it does accomplish this, it does so much more as 

well that might not be so evident on a Sunday morning.  

 From a technical standpoint, Otterbein provides a space for college 

students to develop their musical talents in a different setting.  This is most 

evident as they direct the choir on Wednesday or Sunday.  For some of 

them, this is simply honing skills; for others it is their first time doing this 

outside of a classroom setting.  Watching conductors grow over time is fun, 

and Sandy is a great coach in this process.  Also seeing her collaborate 

with the more seasoned conductors is a treat as well.  It enriches our music 

and gives glory to God in a new and different way.    

 Since almost exclusively our College Chorale members are new to 

Harrisonburg, Otterbein, and more specifically the choir, provide an 

intergenerational community for them to connect with.  This bridge-building 

work is important in a community like ours where there are not always 

opportunities for this to happen on a regular basis.  Any chance we have to 

connect with new people should be counted as a blessing.  This community 

continues long after the students have left the area.  The alumni stay in 

touch with Sandy and we see them come back from time to time to worship 

and sing again.  

 The last point is probably the most important.  Being present at 

church is significant.  You have heard me preach before that simply 

showing up means something.  For some of the chorale members, Otterbein 

becomes the next step in their spiritual growth after a 
continued next page... 



rich childhood of participating in church programs.  For others, this is 

something new.  Being present matters, even for those singing in the 

choir!  I’ve had parents of chorale members thank me multiple times for 

the opportunity their college students have had through Otterbein.  You 

have heard the students say similar things during worship as well.  

 We love the music the chorale brings on Sunday morning, and we 

miss it during the summers, but we know that much more happens with the 

chorale that might not be so evident each and every week; they could be 

the more important aspects of this ministry. 

  

      Adam 

Annual Conference Offering 
 

This year the Annual Conference Offering theme is “Nurturing 

Together” and will benefit both local and international Mission 

projects to nurture leadership.  The offering will directly sponsor 

the DMin in Military Chaplaincy Scholarship Program at Wesley 

Theological Seminary and Partnerships of Hope’s Leadership 

Programs in Brazil, Mozambique, Cambodia, with Native 

Americans, and other countries. 

Those wishing to donate to this offering may make their checks 

payable to Otterbein UMC, designate “Conference Offering” on 

the memo line, and place in the offering plate by June 5. 

Trustees Report to the Congregation 
 

The replacement of the exterior sanctuary doors facing Market 

and High Streets has been completed.  These new doors blend 

well with the rest of the church and look as if they have been there 

forever.  Two generous memorial contributions will cover the cost 

of the doors and be noted at the appropriate time. 
 

Memorial Hall and the third floor now have heat.  Finishing 

touches are being put on that system. 
 

The current Trustees are: John Liskey Sr. (chair), Connie Liskey 

(vice-chair), Bill Pollard (secretary), Diane Ritchie, Liz Lawson, 

Richard Smith, L.J. Joiner, Kevin Andrade, and Chad Hiner.  The 

Trustees welcome your questions or comments concerning these 

items or any other church maintenance issues. 

Pancake Brunch Planned 
for Sunday, May 22 

 

The Otterbein Men are planning 
a church-wide Pancake Brunch 
on Sunday, May 22 in Memorial 

Hall immediately following the Worship Service.  The menu will include 
fluffy pancakes (of course!), sausage, fruit, coffee, juice, and milk.  
Donations from the Brunch will be used to support the College Chorale 
Scholarship fund.  Please put this date on your calendar and plan to 
support our efforts!  And we thank you, in advance, for your support! 
 

 In response to the challenge from an anonymous donor to match 
up to $500 of any donations received for Ukraine (with OUMM written on 
the memo line), the current numbers are in!  So far, a total of $928 has 
been given in direct response to this challenge.  That does not include the 
$500.00 challenge.  So, that’s a total of $1,428 going to support Ukraine.  
Many thanks to everyone who supported this special project! 
 

 Otterbein Prayer Breakfast dates for the next several months are 
May 28, June 25, and July 23.  Meetings are on Saturdays beginning at 
7:30 am and will be held at Thomas House Restaurant in Dayton. 
Breakfast is followed by a short business meeting, concluding with a time 
of devotions and prayer.  Please consider this your special invitation to join 
our fellowship!  And bring a friend!   
 

Check the website below for additional meeting and event dates in 2022. 

Want to know more?  Contact any member of our 
planning team:  Mike Earman, Bill Pollard, or Carter 
Ritchie, or check our website:  https://
www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men  

Kits for Conference 
 

Otterbein is colleting Hygiene Kits and School Kits.  The Hygiene Kits will go to 

UMCOR and the School Kits will stay in the community.  The deadline for collecting 

is Sunday, May 15.  Please see the April Tidings for more details and a list of items 

needed.  We are also collecting money for Flood/Cleaning Buckets. 

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men

