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The Tidings
Otterbein United Methodist
Church

176 West Market Street
Harrisonburg VA 22801

Our Staff

Rev. Adam Blagg

Senior Pastor
oumcpastor@hotmail.com

Melissa Miller

Office Manager
oumcadm@hotmail.com

Gary Edlind
Director of Visitation

Office- (540) 4347747
oumcharrisonburg.org

Tidingsarticles are generally due
by the 1% of each month. _

You may either bring articles to _ RICky Goodwyn, Jr. -

the church office or email them Director of Music Ministries
to oumcadm@hotmail.com oumcmusic@hotmail.com

Dan Curtis

Sunday Schedule Organist

9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service

Drew Dodson
Bell Choir Director

Melvin Falls

Please check the calendar for .
Custodian

times of regular and special

events. Bonnie Andrade

Treasurer
oumctreasurer@hotmail.com

Office: 5404347747
x200 for Melissa
x201 for Adam

Weekday Office Hours
Monday- Thursday: ®0 am - 3:00 pm
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Otterbein in Prayer

i David Angier Mike Earman Nancy Miller i
! Rosalie Bailey Samuel & Judi Maxine Perry :
: Gary Billingsley Espinoza Judy Pruett i
i Whitney Bradley Mary Ann Glendye Hector Santiago !
! Millie Bruce Ray Griffith Ann Sebrell ;
i Rev. Louis Carson Fred Hopkins Dot Swartz i
: Debbie Cox Tina Jolly Carolyn Stroop :
i Ni ssa D6 Andr ®anita Kreeger Michelle VanPelt i
! Cliff Davis Steve Lily Hazel Wil :
t Jo Ellen Dickenson Chuck Macklin Keith Wright i
From Tree To Cross
Upcycling, or ocreative reuseo i

was definitely evident in this church in 1996.

Back in the 0ol d dayaydre dodes weree pr
implemented, fresh evergreen boughs, wreaths, and cut trees
were used to decorate the church at Christmastime. The
Chrismon tree that stood during Christmas 1995 was saved
by Rev. Donald N. Fridinger for another purpose. He removed
the branches and fashioned the trunk into a cross that was
then displayed in our church on Easter Sunday 1996. With
the newly crafted cross placed in the same spot where the
Chrismon Tree had stood, it further brought the two Holy
seasons together in a meaningful and tangible way. To add to
the Easter celebration, Rev. Clifford L. East, Jr. affixed Easter
lilies as an additional symbolic reminder of the Resurrection
of our Savior.

As we continue this annual tradition, this thirty
cross will once again be displayed in the front of the
sanctuary during Holy Week through Easter Sunday, in
remembrance of Jesusd Love,
Resurrection.

-year -old

i For Your Information

1 Tidingsdeadline for the April issue idMonday, March 16 by 9 am. All !
i groups, classes, and individuals are welcome to submit articles for the
. Tidings Plan your activities and bring the written details to the church
' office or email to the office at oumcadm@hotmail.com by the 16, !
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Adam

From Your Outreach Ministry Team
For there will never cease to be poor in the land.
Therefore, | command you, you shall open wide your hand to your
brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.
Deuteronomy 15:11

Ongoing Projects

Mercy House & Susan Pollard, point person
Otterbein supplies needed grocery items to Mercy House
residents in those months with a 8" Monday.

Fresh Startd Carla Nemoytin, point person
Fresh Starthad two distributions in December. See the Thank
You letter from First Step in this issue of the7idings

Soup Kitchend Susan Pollard, point person
The Soup Kitchen served 71 guests in January.

Clothes Closetd Linda Conrad, point person
The Clothes Closet was open for three Mondays in January. 26
women and 3 children shopped.

Gleaning 0 Vicki Gaines, point person
Otterbein is seeking a new gleaning coordinator for 2026.
are interested, please contact Vicki at 546320-3841.

If you

Gracious God, remind us of our call to be light in the
world of darkness. Give us strength to stand as witness
to cruelty and injustice. Give us courage to be united in

Fi |rst Step

R’-‘Sf"ﬁ 4% 2 f l)b"\,{/}(}\( \(w(,(,‘,“

129 Franklin Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(540)434-0295
firststepva.com

2/6/2026

Dear Congregation of Otterbein United Methodist Church and Fresh Start,

On behalf of our guests at First Step, we would like to sincerely thank you.
Since the beginning of this year, you have assisted three of our guests with
brand new items after they moved out of our shelter and into housing. This
includes one family who moved into their first-ever home.

I'hanks to your contributions, they can feel comfortable and safe in their new
places. All of our guests appreciated the new blankets they received, which
have helped to keep them cozy these past few weeks. I ‘resh Start has truly
impacted the lives of these survivors, and we thank you all for your generous
and continued contributions.

With Gratitude,

(Rt

Még;m Britsch

Legal Advocate — First Step

ove and mercy for ALL Godds chi
this world of chaos and evil. May we seek the beauty in i
Godds good creation as we pay at
around wus. All this we pray in



' United UnltedtWodmentln Faith trs]eekshto
g connect and nurture women throu
-, - Women - . ) g

E . . Christian spiritual formation,

in Faith

leadership development, creative
fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence, and
impact local and global communities.

Greetings!

i Our February gathering was highlighted by Rinko Enosaki

rtand Eileen Magruder sharing Rin
' Japanese American incarceration during WWII. Our grateful

ithanks to these women reminding all of us that each of us is
'Godds precious, beloved child,

' how we look, or what language we speak. May our lives reflect
Godds |l ove to everyone.

iOur next meeting will be  March 10 at 11 am in Room 204

The focus of our program will b
in Our Children, 6 our -Oenlallemphasis P
ifor 2026. We will learn more about the work of United

. Methodist National Mission Institutions which help our most

| marginalized and vulnerable children through a variety of

i programs. Our special offering will support early childhood
ieducation, afterschool programs, mental health counseling,

! internships and work experiences for youth, and other

i programs which support children, youth, and families. Please

ijoin us for this informative experience.

*xkReading program book!***x*

Our next focus for discussion is The Book of Hope: A
urvival Guide for Trying Times by Jane Goodall and
Douglas Abrams. Ginny says the audio book is wonderful. Our
iscussion time will be in April. Questions? Please contact

inny Whitehill.

Grace & Peace,

'S
\d
G
i Pat Wingert

continued next page...

Many thanks& everyone who has donated to
our canned food drive in the first two months of 202
As of this writing, 188 pounds of food have been ™| v METHODIST N
donated to the Blue Ridge Are3@Q
enough food to providd57 meals. On the first Sunday of every
month, brightly colored buckets will continue to be at the front of th
Sanctuary to accept your donations. Ifyr  — —s
should forget on the first Sunday, the , F@OD N
buckets will be in the church breezeway - > D&w (2,
every Sunday A T =
The Otterbein Men are also taking donations of gmeund bags
of dried beans (any variety) and rice. This is a project of Patchwork

Pantry at our neighboring church, Community Mennonite, to suppoft

their project to send food home on Fridays with Waterman Elemen
students so families have food for the weekend. Bleisond milgiving
opportunity is separate from our canned food collectidBach
Sunday a designated bucket will be available in the breezeway on
credenza as you enter the church from the Elizabeth Street parking
Working together on projects like these, our Otterbein UMC

\1%

ary

he
lot

community can help achieve the goal of providing nourishing food §nd

good health for everyone.

Have you been thinking about becoming involved in ., ,
our group? We are now meeting right at Otterbein UMC i '
Memorial Hali very conveniéieetings for the next coupl
of months will beSaturday, February 28 andSaturday,

March 28 beginning af:30 am. Breakfast is followed by a short
business meeting concluding with a time of devotions and prayer.
Check the website below for additional meeting and event dates in
2026. Please join us!

And mark your calendanowfor our upcoming OUMM
Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, April 25 , beginning at 4:30 pm in
Memorial Hall.

Want to know more?

Contact any member of our planning tean:

Mike Earman, Bill Pollard, and Carter Ritchie, or check our website:

https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/unitedethodistmen



https://www.oumcharrisonburg.org/united-methodist-men

Spring into a Green Clean

oo

CREATION CARE
TASK FORCE

The sun is shining, snow is melting,
crocus are bl oomi
time for Spring Cleaning. Spring
cleaning is a tradition we inherited from our Old

Testament ancestors. Jewish people dove into

cleaning as part of Passover preparations. Years later,
when pioneer families felt the warm spring breezes,

they flung open their windows to welcome fresh air into
their homes. They cleaned the soot from the walls and
ceilings, swept the floors and beat their rugs to remove
the winterdés dust and dirt.

@eeeeeeeeeeeee®

& As we move into Spring, the days are longer and

@ increased sunshine gives us a boost of melatonin and

t@ extra energy. The level of cortisol, a hormone

@ associated with stress, is reduced as we clean. To

@ further the good feelings born out of Spring cleaning,

@ consider using green cleaning products. Many DIY

@ cleaners can be made from everyday items found in

@ your kitchen. They create a safer and more healthy

@ environment for families and pets. Harsh chemicals in

@ traditional cleaners can cause respiratory issues,

@ headaches, skin irritations, and pollute indoor air.

@ Eco-friendly cleaning solutions are biodegradable,
meaning they break down safely without polluting
waterways. When you mix your own cleaner, you can
purchase one spray bottle, label it, and use it over and
over again, eliminating commercial packaging. You
may save money too!

Otterbein's Fresh Start program donates items to
people who have experienced difficult times and are
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settling into a new living space. Included in the
donations are eco -friendly, homemade cleaners with
recipes printed on the bottles. Here are two tried and
true recipes for the cleaning products donated by
Fresh Start:

Furniture Polish

2:1 Ratio

2 Parts Water

1 Part Fabric Softener

Spray on cloth and

wipe furniture. Dry with

another cloth

All Purpose Cleaner
4:1 Ratio

4 Parts Water

1 Part Alcohol

2 Drops Dawn

Want to check out more recipes for simple green
cleaning products? The University of Arkansas Division
of Agriculture Research & Extension website has DIY
cleaning recipes for windows, toilets, mildew, floors,
and more:
https://www.uaex.uada.edu/environment -nature/
water/quality/clean  -green -homemade -cleaners.aspx

@eeeeeeeeeeee0000000

In the midst of Spring cleaning season, remember to
take a break. Sit on the front porch, visit a park, go for
a hike, or just a trip around the block. See the grass
turning green and the flowers shooting up. Listen to the
birds, and take a deep breath of spring air. Your
homeds dust and dirt
patiently wait as you experience the joys of Spring.

Song of Solomon 2:11 -12
For the winter has passed
The rain is over and gone
The flowers are springing up
And the time of the singing birds has come.

arendt go



